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Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BfL.L-GOLD MINING PROFITS TAX
ASSESSMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resuined from the previous day.

HON. 0. G. ELLIOTT (North-East)
[6.1]: 1 should like to congratulate the Gov-
ernment on having brought forward this
measure; thuugh, somewvhat late, yet better
late than never. The tax is expected to pro-
vide £80,000 and is ostensibly for the pur-
pose of recouping Consolidated Revenue for
amounts that have been paid and are pay-
able to men notified under the Mliners'
Phthisis Act. But for some reason this is
But specified in the Bill, and in my opinion
this is unfortunate. According to the Mfinis-
ter, the nmajor mining- companies have given
their unqualified endorsement and blessing
to tbe Bill which, of course, simplifies mat-
ters considerably. This endorsement can he
easily understood when a comparison is made
with the taxation levied in other gold pro-
ducing countries. The London "Times" last
April recorded that the South African
Government in 1933 took over 52 per cent.
of the working profits of 17 mines uder
review, compared with 351/2 per cent. in the
previous year. Notwithstanding the tax
levied, the dividends paid by those com-
panies increased from less than £2.400,000
to £E7,933,000, and the total taxation in-
creased from £C6,750,000 to £C10.225,000. The
Fiinnial Mlinister on the Rand Goldfields,
Air. H. Havenga. points out in his yearly
report that in 1933 Rand dividends increased
48 per cent., and he expects the excess
profits tax for 19P4-35 to yield £E7.400.000).
Anfl, it must not be forgotten that, besides
this tax levied on the South African com-
panies, the mines are responsible for all
compensation payable to mine workers saC-
fpetinp fromt diseases contracted in the mines.
The Dominion of Canada imposes a 10 per
cent, tax on gold production, and New
Zealand levies a tax of 15s. per fine ounce
on all gold produced. It therefore can be
readily seen that the proposed gold tax to
be levied in this State pales into insignifi-
canee compared with similar taxation levied
in other countries. I should like to suggest

that an amendment he inserted in the Bill
specifically setting aside the whole amount
collected for the purpose of forming and
building up a fund, not only to liquidate
the amount said to be owing to Consol-i-
dated Revenue for payments made under the
Miners' Phthisis Act, but also to provide
more reasonable and adequate compensation
for the men suffering from diseases contracted
a, a ,esult of working in the mining in-
dustry. The present rate of compensation
payable to beneficiaries under the Workers'
Compensation Act and the Mline Workers'
Relief Act is totally inadequate and is a
disgrace to a eivilsed community. I have
pleasure in supporting the second reading.

Onl motion by lon. H. V. Piesse, debate
adjourned.

flosise adjiourned at 6,7 p.m.
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ASSENT TO BILL.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
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Supply Bill (No. 2), £700,000.
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QUESTION-BUTTER FAT, LEVY.

Mr. McLA.RTY asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Are the Butter Manufactur-
ems and Produers' Association entitled to
put into effect the announced intention to
impose an additional levy of 1%d. per pound
on butter fact supplied by producers? 2, Do
the Government intena to take any action
regarding the 1)roposed additional levy, if
made? 3, It so. what action is contemplated?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, The association referred to de-
termine price paid to producers for but-
ter fact. As a percentage of butter has
been exported, the association claim a levy
to equalise is essential. The amount of levy
is entirely iii the hands of the association.
Government have no power to interfere. 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3, The Goverinent are
considering legislantion regarding the mar-
keting of butter.

QUESTION-IRRIGATION
CONMISSION.

Mr. McLARVY asked tile Mlinister for
Water Supplies~:3., When does he intend to
take action to reconstitute the Irrigation
Commission? 2, What representation does
be intend to give to ratepayers in the irr-
gation areas?

The ACTING 'MINISTER FOR WATER
SUPPLIES (Hon. J. C. Wilicock) replied:
1 and 2, The matter is now being considered
by the Government.

QUESTION-SECESSION.

As to Recall of State Delegolion.

lHon. W. D. JOHNSO'N asked the Deputy
Premier: Iii view of the cabled announce-
meat that the Agent General (Sir Hal Cole-
batch) presented the State's claim for seces-
sion from the Commonwealth to the Con-
servative Party's Private Members' Corn.
mnittee at the House of Commons, and fur-
ther that influential leading daily news-
papers declare that the manifest imopossi-
bility of an Imperial Act autborising this
State's secession and the absence of any
Commonwvealtb request make the issue one
of academic interest only, will the Govern-

ijet, to conserve the State's limited rev-
ernie, recall the delegation sent from this
State?

"'he ACTING PREMIER replied: No.

QUESTION--UNEMPLOYED RELIEF
WORKS.

Mr. NORT'H asked the Acting Premier:
Has he received any request from the Fed-
eral Government to submit proposals for
additional relief works?

The ACTING PREMIER replied: No.

QUESTION-RAILWAY GAUGE
UNIFICATION.

As to Local A4djustments.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: .1, Has any compromnise or new pro-
posasl eventuated regarding the difference
of viewpoint between the Town Planning
Commissioner and the railway authorities
as to the removal of the Central Railway
Station and shunting yards and the eree-
tion of a civic centre on the site? 2, Will
the matter receive attention during investi-
gation ot unification of gauge proposals of
the Federal Government? 3, floes the offer
of the Federal Government-na part of the
uniformi gauge proposals-partially to fin-
ance the cost of a niew railway and mpad
bridge at Fremantle still hold good?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2 and 3, NO Proposals have
been received regarding this matter.

QUESTION-FISHING REGULATIONS.

Mr. NIORTH asked the Acting Premier:
fIn viewv of recent complaints that nets are
again being used in prohibited waters at
Cottesloe, will he consider enlisting local
assistance by arranging with the municipal
council and possibly life-saving clubs to
detect and report breaches of the law?

The ACTING PREMIER replied: Yes.

BILL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Read and third time andi transmitted to
the Council.
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BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Second Reading.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A.
MeCallum-South Fremantle) [4.35] in
moving the second reading said: This is the
same tax that has been introduced in each
of the last four years, the only alteration
being a minor one made in the Bill of 1933.
Apart from that the tax is the same; there
has been no interference with its incidence
in any way. I am sorry that we have to
give attention to so many annual Bills. We
have devoted the best part of the session
so far to re-enacting Bills for another year
or SO.

Hon. C. Gi. Latham: I think it is a good
plan.

The ACTINU PRE-MIER: The hon. mem-
ber may think so while sitting in opposi-
tion, bitt he would change his mind if lie
were sitting on this side of the Elouse.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: I appreciate the dif-
ficulties.

The ACTING PhtEIIllt: To re-enact so
much legislation year by year occupies the
time of Parliament uninecessarily. The
estimated receipts this year as compared
with the actual receipts last year show only
infinitesimal differt-nces. Of land tax we
estimate to receive E120.000 enn-nared with
£118,973 actually received last year, a dif-
ference of only £1,027. Of income tax we
estimate to receive £:175,000 compared
with £173,223 actually received last year,
a difference of £1,776. Those estimates
were made by the taxation officials. There
is nothing new to be said ahout the meca-
sure. I move-

That the Bill bet nrow read a second time.

On motion by lion. C. 0I. Lathamr. de-

bate adjourned.

BILL--INSPECTION oF MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (lion. S.
W. Munsie-Hannans) (4.381 in moving
the second reading said: This is a Bill to
make small amendments to the Inspection
of Machinery, Act. Though it contains 10
elauses, only three principles are involved.
The explanation of there being 10 clauses
is that one amendment affects three vrnd an-

other ali,,tilnient two sectioius. Thle first
proposal is to add a definition of "haulage
appliance." That will relate priucipally
to the haulage of coal at Collie and has
been found necessary. At present haulage
appliances are not mentioned in the Act as
regards certificated or other drivers, arid it is
necessary to have a definition to include
such appliances. The next amendment is
the chief alteration and represents an addi-
tioni to the Acet. It concerns passenger lifts.
For a considerable time there has been an
agitation that where lifts in private or Gov-
ernment buildings are frequently used by
passengers, there should be a man in .eon-
trol. This amendment will bring ]ifts un-
der the Act. The Chief Inspector of
Machinery may direct that a lift should
lie controlled by manual p~ower and that a
man be employed to operate the lift. The
Chief Inspector will have discretionary
power to auithorise that the lift be manned
ait certain periods onlyv instead of all day.
That power is essential , because in many
buildiiigs it wvould not be necessary to have
a mnin in attendance at all times o. the
day. Members should understand that the
A-ct p~rovides the right of appeal to a mag-
istrate from the decisions of the Chief In-
spector.

Mr. Sawpsoii: It would not prevent a
maimed person at present operating a lift
front continuing that work?

Tire MINISTER FOR MINES: No, but
I believe it. will be the means of providing
a little more employment for members of
the Maimed and Limbless Soldiers' Asso-
ciation as well as other people. On appeal
the magistrate may concur in, disagree
with or alter the times specified by the
inspector. I do not think that any indi-
vidual or company has anything to fear
from that alteration. The time is long
overdue when passenger lifts should be
placed under the control of the Machinery
Department. Another provision is to add
the word "haulage" in the section that deals
with cranes and hoists. The section will
then refer to crane, hoist or haulage certi-
ficate. The niext provision will give addi-
tional power to the department, which I
claim is necessary, although it is not new.
Under the Act the examining board for
drivers of winding engines have no power
to endorse a certificate or grant a certifi-
i:ate to a man driving an electric winder.
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Hon. members may recollect that seine two
years ago a Bill was introduced in another
place for the purpose of amending this Act
in the direction of empowering the board
to grant a certificate to an electric winding
driver without his having the qualifications
of a winding driver under existing condi-
tions. The Bill caused something like a
furore in another place, and eventually was
dropped. Personally I wvas not favourable
to that measure, but I do want the board
to have the right to endorse a winding
driver's certificate. Nevertheless, before he1
can get a certificate endorsed as an electric
winding driver, he must have a first-class
winding driver's certificate under the exist-
ing law. That is the difference between this
measure and the previous Bill. As regards
men flow driving electric winders, the board
have examined them orally, and have en-
dorsed their certificates, in case of emer-
gency, for winding drivers. However, they
have no authority to do that under the exist-
ing Act, and I do not consider it right to
ask the board to grant such endorsements
without legal authority. The Bill will not
interfere with men who have already re-
ceived the endorsement, but any winding
driver wishing to have his certificate en>
dorsed in the future will first have to satisfy
the hoard of his competency to drive a wind-
ing engine by electricity. Here I may issue
a word of warning to the mining companies
of this State. As the result of inquiries
made in various directions regarding
this amendment, I find that there is diffi-
culty even now in obtaining winding drivers.
With the developrilent of the mining indus-
try, I am doubtful whether in 18 months
from now it will be possible to get as many
winding drivers as will be wanted. I am
informed from reliable sources that at pre-
sent there is little if any facility granted
for the training of winding drivers, and I
consider it is UP to the mining companies
to see that such facility is given. Should
it not be given, that wifl be their funeral.
If they cannot get drivers in future, they
will be hard up against it. Personally I am
not prepared to issue a permkit to a man
to drive a winding engine where there is
raising or lowering of men, unless he is a
certificated driver. Under no conditions
will I do that. It is not fair to ask the Mlin-
ister to do it. The department receive many
applications for permits to drive frictior,
winches and such things, where men are not

raised and lowered; and such permits are
granted, but when it comes to either raising
or lowering men; there must be a certifi-
cate. I hope the mining companies will see
that every facility is granted to men in
their employ to become winding drivers. if
not, let me repeat that, in the course of
18 months they will find it extremely diffi-
cult to get winding drivers. The other
amendments contained in the Hill affect
clauses consequentially on the three items
I have mentioned. I mov

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Onl motion by Mr. Stubbs, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-GOLD MINING PROFITS TAX.
Second Reading.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A.
MeCalluin-South Fremantle) E4.50] in
mnoving the second rending said: I do not
think there is any necessity for me to make
a lengthy explanation of this Bill, which
was practically discussed when the assess-
ment measure was hef ore the House. That
was the machinery measure, and this Bill
merely imposes the tax. Hon. members have
had the whole of the facts put before them
already. This measure deals with nothing
hot the imposition of the tax itself.

Mr. Stubbs: What revenue do you ex-
pect from the tax of Is. 4d.?

The ACTING PREMIER: The estimate
of the taxation officials is £80,000. Those
are the only people who can advise on that
point, because they are the only people hav-
ing information on the subject. Nobody
outside can give any data at all. The taxa-
tion officials tell us we wvant a tax of is. 4d.
in order to obtain £80,000. That is an esti-
mate which depends on the profits that may
be made. No one knows what is under the
earth, or how soon a gold mine may peter
out. There is nothing, more uncertain in
the world than gold mining. We are told
that this rate of tax is necessary in order
to get the £80,000. I move-

That tile Bill be now read a second time.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) (4.52]:
The House recently adopt-d the principle
mentioned by the Acting Premier, and this
Hill merely proposes the imposition of a
tax of Is. 4d. I can raise no objection to
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the tax, seeing that the principle was ap-
proved in the assessment measure. Some
lion, members may feel that this Bill should
not go through, but I see no reason for de-
laying it. The question has been raised as
to whether this is the fairest way of impos-
iug taxation, but the Bill now before
us has nothing to do with that question. It
simply imposes the tax. You, Mr. Speaker,
would not allow me to discuss the principle
in connection with the piesent measure. I
daresay the Government are anxious to ob-
tain the money, and I suppose the compan-
ies are willing to pay. In the circumstances
1 raise no objection to the second reading
of the Bill.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [4.53]: 1 wish merely to say that
if the Standing Orders permitted it, I
would, as hon. members may bare gathered
from my previous speech on the machinery
Bill, move to increase the tax so as to ob-
tain what I think a reasonable contribution
from the increased price of the commodity
in question, gold. In urging that the Gov-
ernment should be guided by the revenue
collected in other countries, I said that
South Africa raised by this means in ex-
cess of £C6,000,000 annually. The Minister
for Mines said that my statement was not
correct His contention was that £6,000,000
was in excess of the amount actually re-
ceived. However, that is not so at all. Ac-
cording to "Whitaker's Almanac,'" the rev-
enue received by the South African Govern-
ment amounts to 48,460,000 per annum.
From the tax onl excess profits the South
African Government received £6,000,000.

The Acting Premier: I stated that when
introducing the Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Then why did
not the Acting Premier chastise his Minister
for Mines?

The Acting Premier: That is under an-
other heading altogether. The hon. member
does not seem to understand.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: From a tax on
the ownership of gold mining leases, the
South African Government obtained
£ 1,900,000.

Mfr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not discuss the principle of the tax, this!
being merely a Bill for the imposition of
the tax.

Hlon. W. D). JOHNSON: I am endeavour-
ing, to point out that the taxation here pro-
posed bears no proportion to the enormous
revenue collected from the same source in
other parts of the Empire. When I quoted
fgures in order to induce the (Jovernment
to increase the tax, I was told I was wrong.
I could still go on to say that this tax is
too low, but I have no desire to proceed in
that direction. Still I would be perfectly
in order in discussing that phase, and in
(jumlig the exact amounts of revenue col-
lected in every other country of the world.
I nwlrely wish to say now that what I stated
was correct, according to "Whitaker's Al-
inanac," from which I obtained my figuren.
I feel that by imposing the tax fixed in the
Bill we are not doing justice either to the
State or to the people. It is true that
vested interests deserve some consideration,
but they are receiving consideration in the
shape of the high price of gold and the ex-
change. The companies' burdens have not
been increased to any appreciable extent
since gold soared. There is justification for
increasing the proposed tiax. Careful sa-
Jysis discloses that the best interests of
Western Australia are being sacrificed when
we do not take advantage of an opportunity
to get greater revenue, so that more assist-
anice may be given to those who look to
Parliament for more than they are receiv-
ing ait present.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [4.56): When
the assessment measure was nlooted, I was
unaware of the purpose for which the taxa-
tion was to he used. Aceordingy I said
I would wait until I saw thie present Bill.
This is really the effective Bill, because it
imposes the tax. I desire to ask the Acting
Premier whether it would he possible effec-
tuaelly to cheek the net Profits referred to in
the Bill. Will an effective check be made so
that there wrill be no undue loading of costs
or working expenses or anything else where-
by the profits will be lost to sight so far
as the balance sheet is concerned? Will
care be exercised to ensure that reasonable
net profits are disclosed, and that there will
be 110 smothering up of the real position
by the payment of heavy directors' fees.
or by unnecessary renewals and other means
whereby the balance sheet may not disclose
the full and true position of the company's
affairs?
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THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A.
MeCallun-South Frcmantle--in reply)
L4.59] : in reply to the member for Swan
(Mr, Sampson), the tax -is imposed on
profits; disclosed under the Dividend lDuties
Act, All the miachiinery which has beeii in
operation for year's past dealing '-With pro-
fits under- the Dividend Duties Act will be
available for this mieasure. The tax under
the Bill %vi i1 be imposed onl profits disclosed
under the Dividend Dunties Act.

Hion. C, G, Latham: The shareholdlers
would, of course, object it the profits were
not dJisclosed, beeause thley wanlt tile profits.

The ACTING Y't? NEi'I: The Bill pro-
poses nothing new in that respect. Thle
mnachiner 'y already existing will continue to
operate. If the comipany shows a profit
of 1£50,000 under the Dividend Duties Avt,
an additional Is. 4d. in each pound will
have to lie paid wider this Bill. As to till
this talk about smothering upt the true Pro-
fits, the same mnachinery' that hsbeen a-vail-
able under the Dividend Duties Act will
apply under this measure. As membe rs
are aware, there ar-e disclosurles, fromt timle
to ime, indicating that people who have nlot
lodged correct returns have beens found out
an d penalised.

Mur. Sampson: Possibly largely inereased
directors' -fees inight liars an effect.

The ACTING PREMlNIER: That was
attempted a week or two ago by one coi-
pany. The directors attenipted to vote
themselves exorbitant fees, hut a majority
of the shareholders had something to say
about it.

Mr. Patrick: The directors thought they
had a majority of the shareholders behind
them and said in a statement that although
they had that miajority, they would not press
for the increased fees.

The ACTING PREMIER: They did not
know what the shareholders would say, and
the latter protested because they wanted the
profits distributed aniongst themselves. It
may he possible to smother up profits for
a time, but that will not continue long be-
cause experience shows that the officials
of the Taxation Department find out the
position, and miatters are rectified. The im-
position of this tax does not mean that any
new machinery is being brought into exist-
ence. The present provisions under which
profits are disclosed for dividend duty pur-

Poses will con1tinuel. The necessary cheek has
always beens available. Of course, if coal-
panics have been able to hide the true posi-
tion as regards profits, they may be able
to do so under thle Bill. We all know that
most people try to dodge the Taxation
Department. but they find it a difficult task-
Comipanies have found that out to their
sorrow when they have tied to evade taxa-
tion.

TPhe Minist~r for Justice: Most people
think the taxalion authorities wvant to take
Leo much,

The ACTIN\G PREIER : That is the
experience of most people. They seem
to think there is someoiie in the de-
partmient -who has a terrible set on thenm,
As a matter of fas-t. I was tuider that im-
pression myself, but I soon found out that
ninny others held the same view. I do not
think anyone is singled out,

Question pitt and passed.

Bill read a second time.

it Committee.

BiUl passed thr-ough Committee without
debate, reported without amendmrent and
the report adopted.

BILL-MINE WORKERS' RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT.

Mfessage.

Message f ron the Lieut,.-Governor received
and read recommnending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bil.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. S.
W. Mlunsic--Hanuans) [5.6] in moving the
seconid reading said:. I am sorry it has been
Found necessary to again amend the 'Mine
Worker-;' Relief Act. When the original
Act was introduced, it was framned so as
to embody twvo existing Acts and the com-
bination has proved most difficult to ad-
minister. Members may- find the Bill fairly
hard to follow because of the eoniplicated
nature of thle clauses. I do not know
whether it is absolutely essential for them
to be drifted as they ar11e, but I have been
advised by the parliamentary draftsman that
thn' clauqes i-e worded in the proper legal
phras;eology to cover what we desire. Even

1226
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if the Bill, with its amendments, be passed,
I cannot say it will not be necessary to
amend the Act again later on. With, per-
haps, one exception, the amendments em-
bodied in the Bill will not represent any
marked difference regarding the benefits
secured to the workers by the legislation.
The first amendment is to Section 13 andi
deals wvith the issuing of provisional certi-
ficates. The Mines Regulation Act provides
that before any person can be employed in,
on, or about a mine, he must possess a cer-
tificate from the Government laboratory cer-
tifying that he is free from all diseases
specified iii the Third Schedule to the
Workers' Compensation Act, and( 1)articu-
larly that hie is free from tuberculosis. Under
the Act as it stands, if a man desired to
secure wvork on a mine in an outback dis-
trict, he could secure a provisional certifi-
cate from the local doctor. Subsequently,
when the laboratory officials examined him,
and the laboratory doctor found the man
was suffering from tuberculosis and, in his
opinion, had been so suffering when the pro-
visional certificate was issued to him, the
man had to be withdrawn from the mine
and was not entitled to be registered or
to receive compensation. I do not want to
do anything that will prevent men from
securing work on presentation of a pro-
visional certificate, but it would not be fair
if a man, found .to be suffering from one of
the diseases specified in the Third Schedule,
and, in consequence, withdrawn from the
mine, were to bie entitled to compensation.
If that were to continue, it would maan
that no man would be able to get a job on
a provisional certificate, and I do not desire
that result to follow. Therefore the first
amendment makes it definite that the muanl
who obtains work oil a provisional certi-
ficate, but is later- withdrawn from the mine
after the laboratory examination, shall not
be entitled to compensation but to a refuna
of all mone -y paid by him to the fund. There
i,~ no provision in the Act for a refund. 1
want members to understand that under the
old M.%ine WVorkers' Relief Act, which is em-
bodied in the present Act, it was optional
whether the employer or the employee con-
tributed to the fund(, but when the Mine
Workers' Relief Act of 1932 became law,
it wvas macit compulsory for all employe*-'
and employees to contribute to the fund. Tit
those circumnstanaces, as we vouip it pIan
to contribute to the fond, it is only

fair that he shall be entitled to a refund
in the circumstances I have outlined.

Mr. Stubbs: What happens to the man
then I

The -MINISTER FOR MINES: He is
withdrawn from the mine.

Mr. Stubbs: %And he receives no compe--
sation9

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. That
mail bie regarded as a hardship, but unless
'the amendment I have outlined is agreed
to, that man will not be able to get a job
at all, because mine managers will not em-
ploy a rla], oil a provis5ional certificate if
they have to take the risk. The manager
will ask the mail to produce a laboratory
certificate. That is what I do not want to
happen. Let me cite the position that might
arise at Wiluna. It would be absolutelyv
unfair if that position arose respecting a
man who was out of employment at that
centre, If he were to go to the mine manl-
ager and ask for work, the manager would
ask him if he held a laboratory certificate.
If he could not produce one, the manager
would not employ him. Under existing coni-
ditions, the man canl get a provisional cer-
tificate from the local doctor, who would
merely be able to say that the al
was free from tuberculosis. The local
doctor has no X-ray plant or other
accessories necessary for at proper exam-
ination. As I say, unless we secure this
amendment, that man would not be able
to get a job ait Wiluna. at all. The proposal
under the Bill is that the lnan shall be able
to obtain work on a provisional certificate
and may be able to continue for 12 months
or so before the laboratory officials call
examine him, If they find his health is
such that he should never have been euI.
ployed on the mine, he will be withdrawn
from that employment, but he will have
had the benefit of' 12 months' employ-
ment, and he will he entitled to a refund
of all payments he has made to the fund.
I want that position to continue. I do
not want to put the manl to the expense
of going to Kalgoorlie in order to be ex-
amined at the laboratory The amendment
will enable him to secure work on a provi-
sional certificate, pending subsequent ex-
amination by the laboratory officials. The
second amendment deals wit the Same Trat-
ter, but refers to Section 16. The next
amendment is to Section 26 of the Act.
and is most important. When the Act
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passed through this House, every member
who took any interest in it believed that
all those then receiving compensation under
the old Mine Workers' Relief Fund Act
would continue to recmeive compensation
under the new Act. That was definitely
the intention of the Min:4ter who intro-
duced the Bill, and of the House. lint
when the Act came into operation and was
incorporated with the old Act, hr was
some £E7,000 in hand under the old fund:
and the Auditor General ruled that when
that £1,000 was exhausted the claimants
uinder the old Act would have no further
claim under the new Act. That, of course,
was never intended by the House. How-
ever, the ruling was upheld by the Crown
Law authorities. I was appealedl to a little
time ago by the board, who wanted to know
whether they were to continue paying. I
was not going to see the men, women and
children deprived of their compensation, so
I instructed the board to continue to pay
out of the present fund. This amendment
will validate what the board have done.
Everybody believed that those claimants
were entitled to compensation under the
new Act. Certainly nothing less was in-
tended. The next two amendments affect
Sections 48 and 49 respectively, and deal
with the same subject. During the first
31 years, a person withdrawn from the
mines is receiving compensation from the
Workers' Compensation Act, which is
limited to a maximum of £8 10s. per week,
irrespective of the obligations of the em-
ployee. We amended the Act last year,
giving the board power where the depend-
ants were under 16 years of age to pay
on account of those dependants in cases;
of extreme hardship. Now I have dis-
covered that under the Act a wife is not
classed as a dependant. This amendment
gives the board power to classify a wife
as a dependant and to pay on her account
compensation tip to £C1 per week. Tt
usually happens that a man withdrawn
from the mines and having a fairly large
family is a man on or about the basic wage
which, in Kalgoorl'e, is £E4 2s. Suppose a
man on the basic wage in Kalgoorlie has a
wife and two children. The maximum he
ean draw in those conditions would be
£2 2s., plus 7s. 6d. for each child, or £2 17s.
in all. So he is not up to the maximumn of
£C3 10s., and his wife is not included as a

dependant. Surely if a man is withdrawn
from a mine because he is suffering from
miners' phithisis or tuberculosis, or 'a com-
bination of both, and he has a wife she
ought to be classified as a depeadant,

Mr. Thorn: Does a single man receive
the same as a married man, less the allow-
ance for children?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, the
single man is entitled to half wages, and
the married man to half wages plus 7s. 6d.
for each child. This is a very necessary
amendment and is giving only a reasonably
fair thing. It is increasing the responsi-
bilities of the board, but I find it is not
likely to cost more than the fund can stand.
I hope the House will accept the amend-
ment, so that the board shall have discre-
tionary power to classify a wife as a de-
pendant up to £1 per week. That applies
up to £8 10s., ari I am assured that the
previous amendment to the Act makes it
apply to over £3 l0s. If a man on half
wages had one child, which would take him
to over £8 10s. per week, the hoard had the
right, in a ease of extreme hardship, to
grant him up to the basic wage, but if he
was not up to the maximum, the board
could not grant himi anything. I am assured
that this amiendmient will apply to amounts
over £3 105., as it applies to amounts under
£3 10s. Section 49 is exactly the same as
Sections 13 and 26. The reason for these
three amendments under that heading, is
that the Act is divided into three sections,
and there are three classes of people who
can claim compensation. To make the
benefits equal, we have had to bring down
the three amendments. The next ame nd-
ment ig to Section 50, which deals with
men suffering from silicoss early. A man
who, under laboratory examination, is found
to be Buffering from silicosis early, receives
from the department' a notification advis-
ing him in his own interests to leave min-
ing. It he leaves within two years from
the date of the notification, and registers
with the Mine Workers' Relief Fund Board,
be can take any other occupation he likes
and there is no further obligation on him
to pay. But he must renew that registra-
tion each year, even up to 10 or 15 years,
and if, on examination at the laboratory,
he is found to be suffering from miners'
phthisis advanced, or tuberculosis; he is en-
titled to the full compensation of £750.
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Hon. C. G. Lathami: He does not pay
anything after going out of the mine.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not if
he leaves the mining industry. Many have
left the industry uinder those conditions.
Unfortunately a good number have returned
to the mining industry, having found it im-
possible to make a decent living outside the
industry. There is no provision in the Act
under which the name of such a man can be
excised front the register. Without a pro-
vision, complications will arise.

Mr. Stubbs: Why do you let him go
back 7

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is not
altogether wise in his own interests, but the
Act was introduced to give him that oppor-
tutnity. Suppose lie has not worked in the
industry for two years and he goes to the
laboratory, where he is found to be suffer-
ing from silicosis early. They cannot grant
him a clean ticket, buit he can get a re-
admission certificate, which entitles him to
employment in a inen at the will of the in-
spector, who specifies the places in which
he can work in the mine. He will be per-
mitted to work almost anywhere in the in-
take air, but he will not be permitted to
work anywhere in the return air.

Mr. Thorn: He goes back at his own re-
spunsibility.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, if
he goes back under those conditions he is
entitled to all the benefits under the Act.
If a man, goes back within the two years,
there is no necessity for a re-admission cer-
tifleate.

Hon. C. G. Latbain: Suppose he is suffer-
ing from silicosis plus tuberculosis?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then he
cannot go back under any conditions. There
is a provision that a man suffering from
silicosis advanced can get a ticket enabling
him to go back to a job on the surface, but
if he does that he does it entirely at his own
risk.

Air. Stubbs: Is silicosis an infectious
disease?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, not
from one man to another. The next amend-
meat is similar to those affecting Sections
13 and 45. The last amendment is in con-
nection with the provision in the Act which
includes prospectors or men who are go-
ing out prospecting. We fin I this amend-

ment very necessary. If a man decides to
leave mining when he gets his notice, in
many eases hie expresses a desire to go pros-
pecting. These vien want to get out of
deep mining, and to do surface work such
as prospecting- or work in shallow shows.
Under the Act they are not permitted to
subscribe to the Aline Workers' Relief Fund
because they have not been p':,ospecting for
five years. That was never intended. I
want this amendment more particularly so
that men may be able to get work in the
callings to which they have been accustomed,
but under conditions that will be better
suited to their health. I am spitaking of
those who received notice that they are suf-
fering, say, from silicosis early. I want
them to be able to contribute to the MAine
Workers' Relief Fund in the same way that
a man has been prospecting for five years
can do. A man who has received such a
notice may go along to the board and say
he wishes to go prospecting, and to be al-
lowed to contribute to the fund. As I have
stated, that is not permissible, as he must
have been prospecting for five years. This
amendment sets out that a man must have
been mining or prosoiecting or both in Wes-
tern Australia for five 3 ears. If this is
passed, the man who has to leave deep min-
ing can register the next day, provide his
contribution to the fund, and will be en-
titled to receive the benefits.

Mr. Stnbbs: Why fix on five years?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We want
this to apply to prospectors, that is, to men
who leave deep mining and wish to take up
prospecting. At the same time we have to
see that it is not possible for a man who
has been mining in some other part of the
Commonwealth to come here, do a little
prospecting, and then apply to the board
and become entitled to all the benefits of a
Western Australian miner.

Mr. Marshall: Such a man need only go
prospecting for six months and receive com-
pensation.

The MINYISTER FOR MNfES: It was
never intended that the inan, who wvanted to
leave deep mining should be debarred from
contributing to the fund until hie had been
pros pecting for five years. We desire to
give every' encouragement to such mien to
leave deep mining and go prospecting,
where their health would not be so seriously
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affected. There is only one other slight
amendment which turns thne second proviso
in Section 57 into the third proviso. I am
sorryj we find it niecessary to keep on amend-
ig- the Act.

H-on, C. G. Latham : )-ou will not have to
do so next year.

The MINISTERM~ F0l1 MINES: If it is
found that any injustice has crept in, further
amiendments, will have to be brought down-
1 sympathise with the Mine Workers' Relief
Fund Board, and also with thie head of the
uiners' phthisis; department who is respon-
srble for the administration of the Act. It
is a very difficult measure to carry out. Any-
thing that we pan do to make clear what the
men are entitled to should he done. The
amendment now before the House is to make
the Act more clear and indicate how it will
operate and what; the intentions are behind it.
The funds of the board will not be affected
iin any way that will prevent the hoard fromn
carrying out their obligations. I move-

That the BiD! be now read a second timc.

On motion by 'Mr. Shibbs debate ad-
journed.

BIILL-DRIED FRUITS ACT
CONTINUANCE,

In Committee.

Resumed fromt tho 6th October: -lrt. SL'k
man in the Chair, the -Minister lor Agricul-
ture in. chiarge of the Bill.

Clause 2--Conitinuance of principal Act:.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSONK: I suggest that
the MKinister should have this clause struck
out anid a new one inserted as follows:
"Section 3-5 of the principal Act is hereby
repealed." That section was originally put
in to limit the duration of the Act. It is t-hat
limitation which has pr-even ted the hoard
from putting the industry on a. satisfactory
basis from the point of view of the con-
sumners and the producers. 'Not much oppor-
tunity is afforded to the p~roducers to exploit
the consumers. The whole thing is in the
hands of the Mfinister. If the board attempts
to do anything unfair the Minister has power
to veto it. There are too many middlemen in
the industry. In the Swan area there are
seven packinig sheds, none of which is work-
ing up to capacity. All are capitalised Vie
yond their service capacity, and have plants
greater than the volume of fruit they get to

pack and eondition. Front the produeer&'
point of view, a great deal could hie gained
if the packing sheds were organited in order
that overhead costs mnight be reduced, Then
there are the agent-dealers who have a grip
uponl the industry. They take a certain
amrountt of profit that would otherwise go to
the producer, There are al-so the distributors
who are licensed by the hoard. There should
be no one between the produeer and the dis-
tributor. ks~ it is, the organisation is top-
heaxv. The profit of the middlemen is out
of all proportion to the returnis received by
the producers. The agent-dealers get a quota
of all the dried fruits that are available for
distribution. Alter the fruit is conditioned
in the sheds it goes to the agent-dealers, who
make their arrangements. with the distribit-
tors. Tine output from thne shieds is pooled
and the dealer' take a pertcentage of the
total. If the distributors try to increase the
sale of dried fruits, that inecreaso is shared
by the others. fIn the countryk dis4trietb West-
ern Australian dried fruits are not displayed
i n a wayv to be attractive to the consumners.
The Ntinister questioned my veracity. I had
a tionference with those connected with the
organisation to see whether we rould nlot do
better thr-ough the country stores by packing
the fruit ink -artons so that they would
hare a wrider appeal to the housewife.
We went to some trouble to see what could
1)0 done in that regard and what a special
carton -would cost. After goinig fililv into
it we were told that -while we would have
to bear thep ensi of making the fruit more
attractive, and if possible bringing about
increased r-onszmption, any benefit obtained
as the result of our expenditure would have
to be shared with the merchants. That of
course was an impossibility. The co-opera-
Live movement could not bear all the expense
and then share the result with merchant
houses. There is another weakness which
the present board cannot control.

The CHAIRMWAN: Does the hon. member
intend to eonnect all this up with the clause?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes. The object
of the amendment is to overcome the diffi-
culties I have outlined, and I am trying to
show howr they can be overcome. The mnatter
is very complicated. At one stage Boans
realised that they were not getting an attrac-
tire article, and in their desire to improve
the consumption of the local fruit, arranged
with one special grower to put up the fniit
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in a speeial pack ag e, rand this was
done. 1t ir not done toy other . If it were,
the whole Act would fall to the groutnd.
The point T am making is that we are riot
able to displa iy the fruit in anl attractive
way because of the existing position or' the
distributors, aind the matter has been so
organised that they share the results onl a
percentage basis irrespective of anyone mark-
ing a special effort. The hoard cannot create
another organisation or an improved oirgai-
sation because Parbinent declares that the
Act shall exist for a limiiteul number of
thats we appeal to the Minister to realise

thatwe avehad eight yeairs of it. aind
that it has 'gone beyond tire experimental
stage. The producer is not getting a ri
return for his product, al the consumer is
not getting the product presented to him ill
an attractive way. If the "Minister will
agree to mn 'vAmendment and take the limit
out of the Act, the board can function and
we can have a proper organisation. These
people are deserving of eneouraremcnt. and
the encouracemcunt that the Minister can
give is to assist them to have an inres~tricted
organisation. T move an amendmient-

That Clause 2 Ile struck out with a view to
inserting a& new clause as follows: ''Section
35 of the principal Act is herebY repealed."

The CHAIRMAN:- It is oaly faii to the
Committee to say if the clause is struak
out as the hon. member desires, T shall not
be able to accept the amendment the inmemn-
her for Gnildford-irldland desires to put
in its place.

Hon. WV. D). JOHNSON: I hjave Pon-
suited the Crown Law Department who
firamned the amendment. Surely I should be!
directed hY the Chairman and told why the
proposed amendment cannot be accepted.

The CHAIRMAN: If the clause is struck
out, I s;hall rule out the amendment thle lion.
member desires to c-uirtitute.

Hfon. W. D. JOHNSON: Suirel y the Chair-
mjan should indicate where thle proposed
amendment is wrong. MY position has been
niarle imipossible.

The CHATRMAN: Tt is niot within the
scope of the Committee to nike a temporary
Act permanent.

Hon. W. D. JOHNON: The Government
then should nmore the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: The Government
would have to introduce ra new Bill.

Fl. N. KEENAX\: The only effect of
the amendment would he to strike out the
section in thle principal Act which provides
that, "All proceedings for Offences against
the Act shall he disposedi of summarily, and
such proceedings may notwithstanding any
other Act to the contrary he commenced at
art time within 12 months from the time of
the commission of the offence." If mem-
bers, look at the Bill before the Committee
theY will find the words-

This Act iry he cited. as the Dried Fruits
Act Continuancee Act, 19)34, and shall be read
as fle with the. Dried Fruits Act, 1926, as
reprinted in the appendix to the sessional
volume of the Staitutes for the Year 1928.

It does riot urea n thle JDried Fruits Act in
the 'Statuites of 2926 at all. V. anyone
were stupid enough to look at the
1.9263 Act he would he led astray, because
tire Dried Fruits Act which I have
iii front of mc isi the Act of 1928,
Section 35 of which velates, not to the dura-

tion of the Act, but to the time for comA

ineneilig summaufry proceedings.

Mlr. T[horn : Then it is no use wasting any
further time of thle Comimittee.

Clauise put and passed.

Title-agrieed to.

Bill reported without amnrent, and the
IrepoIrt adopted.

BU 5L-ELECTOELAL ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's A..mendment.

Aureudinent mlade hy the Council now

coursidered.

In Committee.

Mr. Sleeinri i i the Chair. tile M.inister
for Justice in charge of the Bill1.

Thle CHAIR MAN: The Council's amend-
litent is a18 follows:-

Clhause 2.- Delete all thet words after the
word ''by,'' in the first line of the clause, and
subs-ltitutte the following.-

(n) Inserting after tile word 'Asia' in the
first line of paragraph (d) tbe words
and parentheses '(except British India
.rlCeylon) ';

(ii) In serting after the word 'Pacific' in thbe
second lne of paragraph (d) the
words andI pret'itleses '(except. Nepw
Zenianil) ';

1231
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(e) Inserting at the end Of Paragraph (d)
the following:-

'but the disqualifications created by
this paragraph do rot apply to
any person who is a naturalised
subject of His 'Majesty.'

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
Bill and the Constitution Act Amendment
Bill are similar in character. They were
introduced in this House at the specific re-
quest of the Commonwealth Government and
the Indian Government, to provide that the
franchise be extended to British Indians who
happen to reside in Australia. The prin-
ciple has been adopted by the Common-
wealth and by all the States of Australia
and New Zealand also, and it was expected
that it would be adopted here as well. When
the Bill was before another place it was
amended to bring it into line with the Com-
monwealth, but other words were added
which I would be prepared to accept if the
effect were to just follow what had been
done by the Commonwealth. The amend-
inent made by the Council, however, goes
further. For instance, the Commonwealth
Act provides for aboriginal natives of Aus-
tralia and Asia, except British India. The
amendment from the Legislative Council in-
eludes not only British India, hut Ceylon,
and while it may be desirable to include
natives of Ceylon, perhaps because they are
people of the British Empire, the only rea-
son for accepting the amendment would be
to make the law uniform. In order to secure
aniformity, we should confine the amend-
ment to excluding British Indians from the
disqualification. I have no objection to re-
moving the disqualification on Maoris. The
natives of New Zealand are an intelligent
people.

Hon. C. G. Latham: With a Minister of
their own.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
Paragraph (c) of the Council's amendment
is all right so far as it goes, but the Com-
monwealth law applies only to persons
naturalised under the laws of the Common-
wealth or the States- That limitation should
be adopted. Otherwise the amendment
would embrace a person naturallised in any
part of the British Empire. I move--

That the amendment be amended by strik-
ing out of paragraph (a) the words ''and
Ceylon."

Hon. N. KEENAN: The reason for in-
serting Ceylon was to clarify what to many

was a matter of doubt. Most members
would have said that British India included
Ceylon. One member even became angry
with me for suggesting that that was wrong.
I am of opinion that the Commonwealth
Par-liament laboured under a similar error.
It would be absurd for us to draw a dis-
tinction between Ceylon and British India.
f agree with the Minister, however, that the
concluding paragraph should be amended.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
desire is to secure uniformity with the Com-
monwealth and other States. They have not
excluded Ceylon from the disqualification,
but the reason for it I do not know. If we
exclude Ceylon, it might create difficulty in
the event of steps being taken to amalgamate
Commonwealth ad State rolls. We have
received no request to exclude Ceylon from
the disqualification, hut for seven or eight
years there have been repeated requests from
the British and Commonwealth Govern-
ments to exclude British India.

Mr. SAMPSON: If we desire to exclude
Ceylon from the disqualification, it is essen-
tial to specify Ceylon apart from British
India, because Ceylon has the status of a
dominion and a separate Government. The
Minister might agree to that part of the
Council's amendment.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I support the
Minister for the reason he submitted. An
amalgamation of rolls would reduce the cost
to the taxpayers, and uniformity is desir-
able. It is not solely a question of extend-
ing the franchise to Cingalese already in
Western Australia; it would apply to every
Cingalee coming here from other parts of
Australia.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: And he would not
have the franchise in any other State.

Ron. C. G. LATHAM: That is so. So
far as I know, the Commonwealth law con-
tains no definition of British Indian.

Amendment on amendment put and
passed.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move-

That the amendment be further amended by
adding the words to paragraph (c) :-''by
virtue of a certificate of naturalisation issued
under the laws of the Commonwealth or any
State of the Conmnonwealth.'"

Sitting suspended fromn 6.15 to 7.30 p.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: WVhen this Hill
was in Committee, I induced the Govern-
ment to agree to the inclusion of Lebanese,
who are people who have been become nat-
uralised within Australia. In view of that
fact, I think they will be included in the
amendment moved by the Minister for Jus-
tice. It would he very unwise to permit
anyone to have thle franchise who might
have obtained his naturalisation papers in
some other part of the Empire, which
papers might be totally different from those
that are given in Australia.

Amendment put and passed; the Coun-
cil's amendment, as amended, agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Councril's Amendment.

Amendment made by thep Council now
considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Sleexuan in the Chair; the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-
ment is as follows:-

flelete all the words after lie word ''by,'' in
the first line of the clause, qnd substitute the
following:-

"'(A) striking out the whole of the second
proviso to the section and substituting
the followimz:-

'Provided also that-
(i) no aboriginal native of Australia,

Asia (exceet British India or
Ceylon), Africa or Islands of the
Pacific (except New Zealand), or
person of the half-blood, shall
be entitled to be registered unless
he is a person who was registered
as an el'-etor prior to the thirty-
first day of December, 1933, but
the disqualifications created by
this paragraph of this proviso
shall not apply to any person
who is a naturalised subject;

(bi) no elector possessing more than one
qualification within a province
shall be thereby entitled to be
registered more than once for
that province';

(b adding the following paragraph at the
end of the section:

'In this section "'naturalised subjet''
nmeans a person who has obtained a

certificate of naturalisation under the
laws of the United Kingdom, or un-
der the laws of thle Commonwealth,
or any State of the Couwuionwcaltb, or
under the laws of any of the British
Dominions, and whose certificate of
naturalisation is still in force and
has been in force for at least twelve
months before making the claim)'"

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
amendment is exactly on the same lines as
that which we have just dealt with. Ac-
cordingly I move-

That the :intenidment be amended by striking
out the words "'or Ceylon,'' in paragraph (a).

Amendment on amendment put and
passed.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move-

That the amendment be further amended by
striking out I he words "~under the laws of the
United Kingdom or'' and the words "'or un-
der the laws of any of the British Dlominions"'
H.s they appear in paragraph (b).

Amendment put and passed; the Coun-
oil's amendment, as amended, agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-SANDALWOOD ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the 'Council without
amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1934-35.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 1st November; Mr.
Hegney in the Chair.

Vote-Ckild Welfare and Outdoor Relief,
E1381.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
(7.401: The Minister for Employment was
enthusiastic about the achievements of his
department during the past year. I
do not altogether share his enthusi-
asm, although I compliment him upon
his attempts to promote the sale of
goods made in Western Australia.
The Itlinister's activities in that regard are
all right up to a point, but they do not go
far enioug-h. They do not go nearly as far
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asthose of tile 3litchell-Latltam Govern-
mlent went. The late Goverinent's work in
respect of local industries was of a, highly
practical and durable nature. Due largely
to overtures of the last Government, u-
introus factories were started. I have a list
of somne of themt-a condensed milk factory
at Harvey, a similar factory at Waroona, a
cheese factory at Serpentine, a match fac-
tory at West Perth, a wooden staves fac-
tory at Carlisle. n asbestos pipe faetory
ait Fremantle, thle Yalumba Winiery, andi
bititei- factories at Spearwood and elsewhere.
There were also other factories which at
the moment I do not call to mind, All this
was" accomplished away *back in the time
whoai money was very scarce indeed. T
put it to thle M-inister that he should go and
do likewise. He will have a far easier task
to-day, money being relatively plentiful.
Certainly, during the period of the last
Government some factories were closed
down; but others were, as I have just indi-
cated, built to take their place. It is agreed
that road and similar work is all right in
its way; but, after all, it is only a tern-
pot-ary employmlent, whereas employment
brought into being by factories of the
kind I have referred to is permanent. I
suggest to the Minister that there arc still
ninny profitable avenues to lie explored. I
hope the hon. gentleman will maniage to do
somiething- in that direction. When intro-
ducing his Estimates the Minister mentioned
the possibility of his sending into the coun-
try a train laden with Western Australian
madfe goods) for advertising purposes in the
rural areas. He said, if I remember rightly,
that the cost would he heavy. I fer-
vently hope the Minister will not do this
thing at all. While not saying that the
project is useless, I do say that its value
is at best doubtful. it would in any case
be an extremely costly method of advertis-
ing our goods. I am wondering whether
the Minister bas any idea Of thle Cost likely
to be incurred. It would depend, of course,
largely upon what parts of the State he in-
tended to cover, and also upon thle intensity
of the campaign and the length of time over
which it extended- But assume that the
amount to lie expended would be only
£1,000, that figure, of course, beingl only a
gues Lately I have been hav1ing grea
trouble in regard to buildig of niew- schools.

inl various country centres. Admittedly,
there was precisely the same trouble whien
the previous Government were in power.
However, I now have in mind a ease where,
provided only the Education Department
would make available £50 worth of material,
the interested parents would be prepared
to erect the building. I have no doubt hut
that in other parts of the State there are
many situations on a par with that. If
only the £1,000 proposed for the advertising
caimpaign were handed over to the Minister
Foi- Education, be could then secure the
eremtion of twenty schools of the kind I
amn mentioning. The benefit from the Min-
ister's advertising trade is doubtful, to say
the best; but education, T am sure hn
mnembers will agree, is an ever-accumulat-
ing benefit to the State.

Hon. P. 1). Ferguson: In any ease, the
centr-es of consumption are in the metro-
politan area.

The -Minister for- Employment: There
are numbers of consumers in thle country,
too.

Mr. DONEY: Naturally so. The Minis-
ter could utilise the walls of country schools,
and for that matter, the walls of schools
in the metropolitan area, for advertising
purposes. I claim that that method would
achieve a more lasting- effect than -would the
costly proposal of sending trains into the
countr-y areas. The Mfinister expressed him-
self as being surprised at, hut deriving great
satisfaction from, the fact that 160 manu-
facturers. had agreed to assist him by taxing
themiselv-es, as he pat it, to the extent of
£3,000 annually in order to assist him in his
t-anipaiga. T see nothing whatever surpris-
ig inl that, and I do not think other Ymfem-

bars_- will. Obviously, so long as the Min-
ister is prepared to spend public money in
assistiig Western Australian manufac-
turers to advertise their goods, so long
would the manufacturers he prepared
readily to Join inl the good work.
The Mfinister naively concluded this
phase of his speech with the remark-

I feel sure theo £3,000 wiceh the manufac-
turers hiave decided to make mvailable annually
for thlis campa-igni Aill h~e retuirned to them
tenfold.,

I consider that thme Ulinister has9 not experi-
enced much troubfle inl conlifig to a, Conclusion
of that kind. No one will dispute the value
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of a campaign to buy Western Australian
goods, but hon. members %vill surely concede
that in agreeing to help to advertise their
own wares the nmanufacturers of this State
are, after all, mnerc' exhibiting ordinary
business ingenuity or astuteness. I question,
indeed, whether it can be called ingenuity.
No ingenuity is needed. So far as the manul-
facturers are concerned, it it, just a matter
of grasping a profitable opportunity. Thre
Minister reported that these 160 manufac-
turers were so keen to Start the fund that
actually they embarrassed him by starting
to write out cheques there and then. Just so.
There is nothing whatever surprising- about
that. In fact, I think all members, with the
exception perhaps of the Minister, would
have been surprised had the rnanurlacturers:
acted otherwise. It was the natural thing,
for them to do. The MAinister climns to have
saved considerably on relief expenditure.
Undoubtedly hie has1, and I do not wvish to
belittle his achievement ait all. However, 1
do think those savings have been mad"
largely at the expense of the single mien. It
seems to mie that the cost of maintaining
single men has been lifted from the Treasury
and put upon the householders in the counl-
try, and of course in the city as well. I be-
lieve the Minister said there were 4,000 fewer
men on. relief wvork or sustenance last month
than there were in October of lnst year. I
would like himi, if he hats. thle necessary
figures available, to tell the Committee just
bow many of those 4,000 men were single and]
wore in work hut were put off becuuse they-
were single. If he can do SO, I think that'
infonnation wvill give uS a truer idea of the
number of men actually absorbed into in-
dustry. There is Ito doubt there has been a
substantial improvement in the unemnplov-
ment position while the "Minister has been in
office. We must concede that. I1 think it is
commensurate with the trade improvement
that has been general throughout Australia.;
perhaps it has been even a little better than
that. The Minister may agree that the ad-
ministration and control of his department
has been far easier daring the past year than
it was in 1929, 1030 and, to some extenW in
1031, during which years the problem was so
great as almost to overwhelm the Government
of that time. I think, too, t-here is no doubt
that the Mlinister's work has become, year by
year, progressively much easier. It is a
pleasure to reflect that the Mirli-ter hazs anl
expert staff, and he will probably agree--if

he does not, I think members generally will-
that he has had no financial worries at all.
Last year the aniount available on revenue
and loan account exceeded that of the pr'e-
vious year by C944,544, made uip by addi-
tional loan ftuids aniotinting to £795,000 and
the net increase in Western Australian State
revenue of' £149,'544. This year, of course,
the position is better still. The increase will
he E1.779,454, being made up of additional
loan funds, £1,205,000, and net increase in
State revenue, £514,454.

The Miniister for Enuplorniet The longer
the Government are in otliee, the better tire
position will be.

Mr. DONEY: Thle longer the Gov'-
erment are in ollice, thle larger will he
their borrowings. Of that there can be
11o doubt. The (;o;'e7ment enitirefly over-
look the fact that every £1v .0000,000 borrowed
hrv the State ineans an additional £37,000
to be found by the taxpayers every year.
It is necessary to stress the fact -that,

alhuh so miuch more money is available,
it does not necessarily imply any improve-
muent in the position, seeing that the aug-
miented amounts are still a charge on the
public purse. There is also this to be
noted. that the savings the Minister has
effected respecting uaemployrment relief will
be considerably reduced by interest on Sink-
inig fund payments in respect of the greatly
increased borrowings. I want very briefly
indeed to compare not this year's position
with that of last year, but the Minister's
actions generally, and promises made by re-
sponsible Ministers in the present Govern-
ment to the workers during the last elec-
tiorr. One assurance given on that occasion
was that the then existing condition, that
no one was entitled to receive Work unless
be was receiving sustenance, would be
repealed. If the Minister is satisfied that
that condition has been repealed, very well.
Aknother assurance was that the then exist-
ing condition that men had to work away
from home, irrespective of whether they
were physically fit and without regard to
their domestic obligations, would be repealed.
I wish to point out that that condition could
not he repealed in the strict sense of the
word, because no such condition was ever
laid down, and, consequently, could not be
repealed. is a matter of fact, from time'
to time statements have appeared in the
Press that would seem to indicate, irrespec-
tive of whether that condition did or did
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not exist during the regime of the previ-
ous Government, that it certainly does exist
to-day. I will quote from a letter that ap-
peared in the "Daily News" in January last
from the Relief and Sustenance Workers'
Union. The letter was addressed to the
Fremantle Road Board and appeared in the
"Daily News" under the headings "Unemn-
pioyed Seek 'Relief," "Governmenft Methods
Criticised." The letter was as follows:-

Dear Comrades, Wc wish to bring under
your notice the position existing at Fremntle
whereby unemployed have been denied work or
sustenance. There are a. number so situated.
This is due to (1) being denied sustenance
owing to refusal to accept relief work in thfe
country because of physical disabilities or do-
mestie obligations. 'Many of these eases pos-
sessed doctors' certificates that they are only
suitable for light work, or that it is not ad-
visable to leave their homes on account of the
sickness of wives or children. (2) Refusal of
the Unemployment Relief Department to grant
or continue sustenance despite the inability of
the department to place applicants iii employ-
naent either locally or in the country.

I am not dealing with the question whether
the stand taken by the Minister was right
or wrong. I am merely drawing attention
to the fact that he said the previous Gov-
erment were guilty of this injustice and
that if he were returned, he would see that
it was repealed. In the "West Australian"
of about the same date there appeared a
statement from the seeretary of the Fre-
mantle Lumpems' Union in the course of a
report headed "Job Refused," "Man's Sus-
tenance Stopped,.." "Lumpers Threaten to
Strike." The statement of the secretary of
the Lumpers' Union contained the follow-
ig:-

Considerable dissatisfaction exists among
members of the Fremantle Lumpers' Union
over a position that has been created by the
Miinister for Employment (Mr. J. J. Ken-
neally) in ordering a member of the union with
a family of six children to take a job under
his scheme, beyond Cieraldton, at a wage that
would work out at.£3 6s. a week over the period
for which he would be engaged. The member
referred to was told that if hie did not accept
the position, the sustenance allowance for him.
self, his wife and family would be discontinued.

It is quite likely that the information set
out in that statement is not correct. I
merely say that if it is correct-the chances
are that it is-it certainly would show that
the Minister has piot fulfilled. his pre-elee-
tion promise, to which I made reference
earlier. There is another small complaint

that I know the Minister will take in the
right spirit. I have brought it under his
notice before. On a number of occasions ait

Nargin-I imagine the same thing- hap-
penis at Perth and all over the State--it has
been the practice to give relief workers an
undertaking that they shall have so many
weeks on and so many weeks off, according
to the number of dependants they have. That
is all right. W\e do not grumble at that at
itll. Tlhle work naturally has to be paid for
at the basic rate. After the standing-down
period has elapsed, the men return to the
job for further work. In some instances
theyv have found that no work is avail-
able for them. They have stood dtown
for another week, then made further
inquiries with the same result, and have
repeated the performnance for upwards of
a month or five weeks in excess of
the anticipated standing-down period.
There would have been no great hiarmn in
that if, when they wvent back to work, they
were given extra work to make uip for the
period during which they had had no work
and consequently no pay; but such extra
wvork is always refused. The Minister when
repiying mnight explain his reason for deal-
ing wi~th men on those lines. Personally T
can see no excuse whatever for it. Now
I come to a question involving the policy
of compulsory unionism, which I believe is

still being, enforced. I understand that men
who refuse to join a union are still being
denied sustenance, and I should like to hear
from the Minister in defence of his attitude
in that regard. I have here a letter signed
H. S. Pearce, which appeared in the "West
Australian" on the 20th of lnst month. This
is part of the statement MAr. Pearce had tq

mke

Not being able to get work, I was forced to
apply for sustenance. This I obtained until
last March, when it was cut off because I re-
fused to become a member of a union, prefer.
ring to stick to my liberty and my principles.

I do not know whether that statement is
right, but if it is I should like the Minister
to attempt to justify the attitude taken
by his departmuent. I admit that joining a
union is quite right and proper, provided
the action is voluntary, but to force a man
to join a union on pain of starvation is a
different thing altogether. There is no doubt
unemployment is gradually decreasing.
Actually of course wve cannot by anyv Gov-
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crniital effort. abolish unemnploymient,
although we can control it, aind I agree it
has been effectively controlled by this Gov-
crnment and the previous Government.
Actually Of course it eani only be miaterially
imnprovedl byann roven celt ini industry.
There is that ilrovclndnt noticeable in this
State . anti fortunatelv for the Government

adthe countrty it is being substantially
helped by the imiprovemient in the price of
g old and I lie ron1seqlueit, general improve-
mient onl the goldfields.

MRF. CLOTHIER (M-aylands) [8.41:-
After hearing the, Minister in regard to suis-
tenance, .1 do not think I should be doing
my duty if [1 did not have a few words to
say. When he made the remark that last
year there were 4.000 muon receiving susten-
ance without work, as against 060 ait pre-
sent, and when it is remembered that those
9160 are practically C grade nien and cannot
dto anything in tie nature of heavy work,
we realise that it is hard to find work, for
such mien iii the metropolitan area. But
I cannot agree with the member for Wil-
liamis-Narrogin, who said he did not think
it 'was much improvement as against the
improvement shown by the previous Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Doney: I dlid not say that.

'Mr. CLOTHIER: Had the officers of the
department continued to work with the sae
ide-a as they had when working under the
previous Government, the present Ministfer
would have found himself in somewhat the
same position. However, when lie intro-
duced a roster, as the result of which the
departmental officials knew- how to place the
men, much of the trouble vanished, and those
officers, in conjunction with the Minister,
can claim the credit of a decided success.
In the early stagfes of the depression, when
going to the department to find work for
men, I was driven from pillar to post.
Still, I did not blame the then Mlinister,
but I blamed the officers, because they did
not seem to know where they were. How-
over, as I have said, since the roster camne
along- things have been very different with
the department. Under the scheme intro-
duced by the Government for the renovation
of homes, we see many houses undergoing
improvement in the shape of new fronts
and extensions. That is an excellent move-

juetit because it provides work for skilled
iacni, and so the ordinary labourers have a1
iruch better chance wit the other jobs.
f was pleased to bear that the scheme had
been so keenly appreciated, as the Minister
told us whent lie said that although £20,000
had been allotted, no less than 923,000 had
been ajJlit id for. 'Thlen the 'Miniister told
uts we were iniporting from the Eastern
States manufactured goods to the value of
£0,300,'O as. against our exl)ortS4 to the
E~astern States, whiech were valued at
oni V fl,1UUU0U. TIn m1Y opinliont that is
a crying shamie, for if every householder
when shopping were to demand locally pro-
duced commodities, the discrepancy between
our exports and our imports would be cut
down by at least one-third. In some of the
shops in Perth one can bear customers ask-
iig for such and such an article, without
ever rienianding to he supplied wvith the
local article. I blanie the shopkeepers and
their assistants for not urging their cus-
tomers to suipport local industry. Most of
the shopkeepers and their assistants have
children of their own, and should be look-
ing forward to the time when those c3hild-
ran will require jobs. If those men behind
the counter were to advocate the support
of local industries, there would be a living
for all. I disagree with the member for
Wihliains-Narrogin, who said he did not
think much good would be effected by send-
ing throug-h the country a train carrying
an exhibition of locally manufactured comi-
modities. 'Many years ago in Sydney I saw
a train, painted white, which was sent
around the suburbs and tiuc country dis.
tricts with an exhibition of locally-inanu-
factured goods. It is an excellent idea, be-
cause school children, seeing the train, wvill
go home and tell their pnrenfq that it is
advertising local industrv. When the child-
ren talk about that soLrt of thing it shames
their parents, who then go off and buy
locally produced commodities. The Minis-
ter for Education should see to it that the
school children arc instructed day by day
to ask their parents to buy the local stuff,
There has been a wonderful improvement
in the building trade during the last 12
months, so much so that building permits3
have represented practically a nirion
pounds. In the peak period the record was
only £1,700,000, so it shows that things arc
improving and that the public are satisfied
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with the improvement and so are putting
their money into circulation. The result
is that many additional men are being em-
ployed, and most of them tradesmen. This
is a consideration, because the relief work
provided by the Government is not alto-
gether designed for tradesmen. .So it is
sincerely to be hoped the building trade
will be kept going. I can endorse the
statement of the 'Minister regarding his visit
to a certain factory at which he was offered
at cigar of foreign make. I was in his comi-
pany at the time. When I saw the brand
of the cigars, I remarked to Mr. Macart-
ney, "Wait until the Minister sees it." I
did not think he would notice it, but lie did,
and ha refused to accept one of the cigars.
About a quarter of an hour afterwards, at
box of locally-made cigars was produced.
The Minister has his eyes open to anything
of that kind, and hep said that if it was
good enough to foster the industry of that
factory, it was good enough for those con-
eerned to pat-ronise locally-made cigars.

Mr. Thorn: I wish the Minister had put
one in his pocket foi me.

Mr. CLOTIER: I ami perfectly satis-
fied with the progress that has been made.
In view of the success attained by the Miln-
ister and his staff during the past 12
months, I do not think there need be any
doubt that success will reward their efforts
during the ensuing year.

MR,. SLEEMAN (Fremnantle) [8.121:
While I cai endorse many of the statement-;
made by previous speakers as to the it-
provemeut that has taken place during- the
last 18 mnonths, quite a lot still remains to
be done. We are still far front rounding
the corner. Quite a lot of people saw we
are aronnd the corner.

Mr. Doney: Can you see it yet?
Air. SI1EEMAN: Certainly we have ia-

proved our position considerably, bitt I do
not believe that we arc yet around the
corner. There are one or two serious pro-
tests I wish to eater, and I consider that T
would be lacking in my duty if I did not
lodge thema. First let me refer to the Child
Welfare Department and to the miserable
cheese-paring policy pursued by the depart-
ment in relation to old-age and invalid pen-
sioners. The old-age and invalid pensioner
receives 17s. 6d. per -week. In some instances
in ily electorate, the wife and children are

receiving relief fromt thle Child Welfare. De-
partnient, because the pensioners are no',
able to keep the members of their families.

Mr. Moloney: That pension is paid bly
time Commonwealth.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, hut it is taken
away b ,y the Child Welfare Department. The
pensioner receives 17s. Id. f rota thle Conm-
monmwealth, and the wife and childreii are
supposed to get 7s. or 9s., as the case njay
be, to enable them to keep body and sol
together.

Mr. Thorn : You would not think that old-
aepensioners would hav-e child-ren.

Mr. SLEFMAN: Quite a lot of thingu-s
happen that would not occur to the hon.
member's mind. Quite a number of invalid
pensioners, unfortunately, arc unable to
provide for their families, and thle Child
Welfare Department should pay the wvife
and children 7s. or Os. per- head, but the de-
partment take into consideratioii the peit-
siott paid to the husband by the Common-
wealth, and spread the amount over the
whole family. It is all put into at pool, and
time result is that each unit in the family re-
ceives is. or Ss,. That is wrong, and I pro-
test emphatically against it. As a matter
of fact, I am beginning to think that we aro
getting hypocritical. A few itonths ago I
took the platform in support of Labour
candidates for the Commonwealth Parlia-
mieat, and promised the electors that if those
candidates were returned, the pension would
be increased, as 17s. 6id, a week was not
enough for either an old-age or an invalid
pensioner. I believe that had the Labour
Party been returned and had Mr. Scullin
become Prime Minister, lie would have car-
ried out the promise and increased the peta-
sion. The Federal niember for Fremantle
certainly would have done everything in his;
power to secure the increase. But what is.
the use of our telling the people that we will
increase their pensions. if the Child Welfare
Department can rob sick mcei of what they
should have to maintain themselves. Their
condition is different from that of a man
who may be out of work for a month or
two. An invalid pensioner is permanently
and totally incapacitated, and 17s. 6d, a
week is not sufficient to keep him. He has
to buy medicines and emtulsions, and keep
himself in food and clothing. The action
of the Child Welfare Department is deserv-
ing of censure. I have been to tile depart-
nient and to the heads or time depnirtment on
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the matter, only to mneet with refusals. Tine
flrst time I met the head of the department,
I said, "You cannot dc that" His reply'
was, "But we are doing it, and we are going1
to do it." The right place to ventilate that
,grievance is in this Chamber, and if that
state of affairs is allowed to continue, some-
thing drastic shoul1d be done to ensure that
pensioners are not further robbed. I hope
that now I have made my protest, someting~
will be done. If it is not,' I shall not hesi-
tate to ventilate the matter at every o1)por'-
tunity in order to ensure that the interests
of those people are preserved. The nnem-
ployment relief figures show a decrease. T,
am sure that the Minister and his depart-
nient hav-e done quite a lot to decrease un-
employument, but here I have another Pro.
test to make. 1 do0 not agree with the prac-
tice of sending relief workers to piece-work
jobs. I manintain that it is not right andi
proper to put relief workers on piece-work.
I do not believe in piece-work at all,
although there are unions belonging to the
Labour mnovement that favour piece-work in
certain ealingsp. They may be right, and f
may be wrong, Ibut certainly it is not right
to put relief workers on piece-work.
Amongst relief workers are all sorts and
conditions of men. There are big, strap-
ping young fellows and there are
weaklings classified by the doctor ai
Class A. or Class B., and they are
treated as being eqlual. There are muen
who have never handled anythiag heavier
than a lien. One man I know had never
done work heavier than watchmaking all
his lire. All those differenit types of men
aire dratted out, and putt on piee-work. While
the board cin regulate the price to be paid
to average nice, the other mien have no
possible chance of making anything like
what they ought to be able to earn at such
work. No douibt piece-work was instituted
in order to permit men wvio are prepared
to half kill themselves to make a little extra
mioney- for the benefit of the employer. I
,.av wit hout hesitation that piece-work has
been qne of the greatest curses to the work-
ers of this countn-' . I refer to the district
of the member for Murchison, where piece-
work has been in vogue in the mines for
many years. I ],now that when men have
been engaged onl piece-work. underground,
they hiare rushed hack into places thick with
dust and fumes, and the result has been that

they very' soon finished up in Wooroloo.
Piece-work has been advocaited in other walks.
of life, but no matter what might he said
in its favour in the ordinary avocations for
which men may be considered skilled, it
should not apply to relief workers. Those
men should be allowed to earn the requisite
amount in return for an ordinary day's
work. Judging fronm letters and reports
that have reached me from the country, I
ama satisfied that while there may be many
mien who, under the piece-work system, can
earn (lie basic wage, and somie of them even
mare, a large number have no possible
ehace of doing so within the limits of the
ordinary working hours. I therefore raise
my voice against piecework for relief work-
ers. I now% come to the "C" class men.
Whatever hentefit may be enjoyed by the
man who is skilled at his trade, and what-
ever nrgument many be used to indicate that
the "A" and "B"' class of relief worker
,slhould be put onl piece-work, something I do
not believe in. I contend thaqt in no circum-
stances should a "C" class man be sent out
to lpiece-work. Most of the "C" class m6n
t'oe whomn I have been able to secure em-
ploynient have been sent to piece-work. I
have received dozens of letters complaining
that they have hod to work as much as 51/2
(lays a week to earn what they should have
earned in two or three dnys. The heads
of the dcpnrtment say they cannot do any-
thing. I hope this will not be allowed to
conitiu much longer. There are "IP
"C2" and "C3" class men. In some instances
these men are sent out to work alongside
"A" class men. A "C" class man should
not be sent away to fell timber, saw it up
and burn it. I hope no more of these men
will be sent away where they, have to work
all hours in order to eke out an existence.
Seeing that we are now getting into the
sumumer, I advocate that steps should be
taken to provide for the coming winter. It
is no use leaving- things until winter ar-
rives and then endleavouring to see what
can be done. I do not blame the depart-
ment for what occurred last winter, because
the officials were kept bizsy. Next winter
there will be no excuse for then if they
allow those things that occurred last winter
to occur during the ensuing winter. I re-
fer to those people who -were sent into the
country to work under all sortz of condi-
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tions. and in all sorts of places. Some of
them had to live in tents, when it was not
necessary for them to do so. Of course
there are places -%.here that is necessary.
There are also works which should not be
continued in the winter timie. The member
for North-East Fremantle and T visited
some of those works at the end of last win-
ter. I would not have liked to work on
those jobs up to the waist in water shovel-
ling out sludge. Some of the mien
had suchl had coughs ais to suggest
that they should be at the Wvoorolee
sanatorium. Something shoufld be done
to obviate that sort of thing next
winter. There axe important works that
could be carried out in the metropolitan
area duiing the winiter months, so that the
men engaged upon them need not keep two
homnes going and be compelled to live under
bad conditions. There are such things as
housinig sclines and bridges to build in
the mnetropolitan arva, where the men could
be better emnployed than in the country,
and from whose work better results could
be obtained. If these works were pro-
ceeded with in the winter, and the men
could attend themt fromn their homes, a lot
of sickness would be obviated, There is an-
other section of the community the mneni-
hers of which are not receivingf the treat-
mnt they should have. We are told that
only so mnany meii are out of work. That
refers to sustenance men. Soine ot the
grandest old men imaginable, those who
have blazed the track, are not able to get
sustenance, either because they bare a fewv
p ounds in the bank, or they have a son or
daughter bringing in earnings equal to more
than 7sa. per unit in the family. Some-.
thing should be done to give those people
a chance. If we have gone as far around
the corner as is said, they should be pro-
side-d 'with an opportunity to get back to
employment. Manyv of them live in my
electorate. They are grand old battlers.
who have blazed the trail, and some of
them have walked the streets for as 1long
as two years. Their sons and daughter-s
have been able to earn more than 7s. per
unit in the family1 and they are debarred
from getting sustenance. Because of that
the department will not hare them picked]
up. I hope the negotiations of the Minis-
ter to increase the 1.9. and 20s. men -will
-oni bea~r fruit. aind that hie will, as stated.

do s01l1ething more for these people. I under-
stand that the Industrial Development Com-
mittee are now going into a scheme for the
custruction of homes. Mention has been
mad 'e in the newspaper of a number of
£400 homes being built. The rent for these willI
work out at abot 12s. and 1-Is, per wreek. Mosi
of the people who are urgently in nee of
homes could not afford to pay 12s. Some-.
thing should 'he clone b -y the committee to
reduce the rents. The previous Govern-
ment built several homes for unemployed
workers at a cost of £6-5. Whilst the y
were not all that could' be desired, they
represented a step in the right direction,
and the families concerned were very
thankful to get them. I know most of
them. Only about 20 bomqrs were built,
and maost of them are in the 'Fremantle
Orea. The people concerned have made
themuselves comiforta ble in those dwellings. I
do not advocate cutting things down LLS low1
as that, but at (lie time I was very p~leased
to get them. They were erected out of
money made available by the Mitchell Gov-
ernment. To-day a small cottage could be
erected for about £C150. That would be
very acceptable to people who an., paiticii
lar' desirous of having a homb. I hope
something will be done by the committee
in that direction. The housing problem is
becoming a very serious one for those who
are on small wages and on sustenance. If
cottages costing about £150 were erected
the occupants would not have to pay as
mnuch as 12s. a week, and the capital
available would go further. After all my'
complaints I now wish to congratulate the
Minister on the work he is doing in repatri-
ating from the State -those who should
have been repatriated mnany years ago.
Tt is some veni's since the House, at mny iii-
stance, eari-nd ai resolution thlit dis:Nitisfier
migrants who wanted to go) Home and werle
likely'A to becomle a burdenl on the State should41
be scat. Unne. I r-oni raate the M1%inister
on what hie has done in that respect.

H-on. C'. C0. 1Lathami I-ow man 11v have
gone 11ome?

Mr. SLEEMAN: I tequira notice or' that
question. For this eountry's good some
should be sent Homne, and for: theirl own good
others. 1 do not know ini what way many
of the miigrants mianaged to get here. It is1
no fault of mine that numbers of. theni were
not returned Years ago. Btad that beemn done
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-when I advocated it, or even before, Western
Australia would now be much better off. I
know of men at Fremantle who have cost this
State just on £.500, and will go on costing
something until they die; and after that
their relatives will still go on costing this
country something because of having in-
herited the diseases of their unfortunate
parents. We go onl smilingly carrying them.
We ought to adopt some cobcrete scheme
separating those who will be useful to the
State from those who never wiUl be. I do not
condenin the migrants. I know many* good
migrants. There are good and( bad in all
classes. However, amongst the migrants are
some ver-v poor types . Somne are debarred
from. working, not through any fault of
their own, but because while the heart is
willing the general physique is poor. This
coun try would never miss them.

lion. C. G. Latham:- Of course, there are a
few Australians of that kind too.

Mfr. SLEEMAN: Quite a lot of Austra-
lians. T do not say that the migrants are all
bad and the Australians all good. I have
knowledge of Australians who are just as
had] as anyv migrants known to me. Un-
fortunately, the bad Australians are our
responsibility- We must keep them anid
look after thein. We should not suffer, how-
ever, on account of people who have becit
sent here but should never have been sent
here. I believe the iNnister will realise that
it is for the benefit of the State to bring down
a scheme for sending Home many more,
some for their own goo and sonic for the
good of Western Australia.

Mfl. TONKIN (North-East .Fremantlel
[8.33] :It is quite obvious that considerable
imuprovement has taken place in the unem-
ployed position in Western Australia' To
my way, of thinking, there are two outstand-
ing factors responsible for that improvement.
Firstly, there is the tremendous expansion
which has taken place in local industry. For
that expansion I give great credit to the
Minister. I remnember saying, in the course
of my maiden spech- in this Chamber,' that
we could riot afford to pay other people to
do work which we should do ourselves. I
ineant, of course, that we must buy local pro-
ducts, so that the work anight he dbne locally.
Oii that ocasion the member for 'Nedlands
(Hon. N. Keenan) was pleased to refer to
that kind of thinking as permitting one's
imagination to run riot with one's common

sense. Despite the bon. member's view, I
still hold the opinion that we must put our
own men and women to work first-hefore
we buy the products of other people and thus
give work to them. It is because of the ex-
pansion in local industry that fewer men are
dependent on the Government to-day for re-
lief. Secondly, the Minister has made it
possible for men onl relief to obtain consider-
ably more money than they did under the
previous Government. That is not an idle
statement; we have had proofs of it in this
Chamber. Both the Leader of the Opposi-
tion anid the Leader of the Nationalist Party-
have said that the present Government have
been able to do well because they have had
so miuch more money at their disposail. Thait
is true. The Government have had money
at their disposal, anid they have given it to
the people. It is because of the increased

erigs wihich men on relief work have been
able to get, that this vast improvement has
taken place. in the industries of Western
Australia. More money has been put into
circulation;- a. fillip has been given to nd us-
tzy, and p rivate employment has absorbed
nunierous men who previously were de-
pendent on the Government. I again comn-
mnend the M1inister for making that possible.
However, -much remains to be done. A
perusal of the last report of the Child
W\elfare Department gives ample proof
that there is a considerable field to be
explored yet. Ont page 18 of the report,
under the heading "Inspections," we find
that the inspetors report-

it visiting the homres of those in need over
the past year, the inspL-ctors are of opinion
that the poverty iii these homes is more ap-
parent than before . . . . The homes are be-
coining destitute of bedding of all descrip-
tions; clothes and household utensils are wear-
ing out and cannot be reple-nished.

Those arc the words of inspectors who have
visited time homeIS nil behalf of the Child
Welfare Department. ThereforeC, I think
we mia r ake it AS truHe that, generally speak.
ing, por- people are poorer this yea- then
the-v we ;e last year, anid this despite Ui-P
inmprovemlent in local industry and in the
unemiploymlent position. There are several
obvious reasons: why' the pool- peop~le al-c

poorer.. despite our- scale of r-chef. Take,
for examnple, the way in which the depart-
nieat fTeal with the standing-down period
of a ml. When am man comes off Govern-
,ent riier work, if hep has nay energy at
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all1 In, looks around for wvork in private
emuploymient. If he is suceessful in ohtailn
ing that work, he augments his earnings by
whatever wage he receives for the time he
is working; but unfortunately he does not
get thc full bienefit of that money. The de-
partment lumips that mioney in with what
he has received for relief wvork. and then
calculates his standing-down period. As :
resqult the man is obliged to stand down for
a further length of time without receiving
any sustenance. In mny opinioni, that prac-
tiee nmakes it inipossible for any replenish.
ment to take place in the mn's househod.
Mfany men and women. refrain fromn going
to th departmien t for relief until absolute
necessity obliges thein to do so. Numbers
of people do not like the idea of going on
Government relief. Their rent falls in
arrear while they are struggling along w*.fl,-
out assistance. They run lip bills with Lbo
storekeeper. Perhaps they have been deal-
juig with him for Years, and lie stands them
for a month or two. They wear their clothes
threadbare before they go near the depart-
mcci. They are absolutely down on bed-
rock when thiey arc forced to approach the
department. By r igorously enforcing the
standing-down period on these people. aid
by, taking- into consideration the amount of
money they may earn during the standing-
down period, thie department make it nfl-
jiosgiblo for themi to pa ' their rent if it is
in arrear, to pay off the storekeeper wholly
,,r partly, and to replenish clothing and
household utensils. T bhonld like to see n
more liberal policy pu1rsued in that regard.
Otherwise, seeing that according- to the de-
partmental report the poor are bec-oiiin~g
poorer, the .iownward inoveintt will never
be checked, and these people will soon be
completely in the slough of despond. I,
do not think the Minister desires that, but
it is obvious that that is what will happen.
Therefore some liberalisation is necessary
in that direction. The mnember for Fre-
mantle (',%r. Sleeian) mentioned that the
department take into consideration the
amount of pension at man draws. That, of
course, has the same effect as calculating the
amount of money earned during- the stand-
ing-down period, though the ease is really
harder. The invalid pension is paid be-
vause a man is unable to work, le has to
be in a very had wray indeed before lie can

qualify for the invalid pension. It is nearly
always the case that an invalid needs special
diet. He needs emulsions, especially if he is
drawing the pension because of tuberculosis.
He needs other expensive articles. Out of
his 17s. 6d. per week he is obliged to pay
for his accommodation. If the department
take the amunt of the pension into con-
sideration and as a result cut down the
amount of sustenance allowed to the wife
and children, they are unduly penalising the
invalid and makingI it impossible for him
to obtain those comforts which are so
essential to his well-being during
the few years he has left on earth.
I think some liberalising is necessary there.
Then there is the question of piece-work
for single men. To use the words of the
Minister, lie places on that class of work
men who arc not fit to do an ordinary day's
work. Of course the original idep of piece-
work was that a Juan who was fitter than
the average, would have an opportunity to
earn additional money because of his extra
fitness. But the Minister says this work is
provided for men who are not fit to do an
ordinary day's work. Piece-work for those
men, in the circumstances, is entirely wrong.
I know of one instance where it took a man
at Forrest Grove seven days to earnt his
30s. I do not think he worked eight hours
a day; lie would not be physically capable
of working such a stretch at that class of
work. That sort of thing should not be.
The Minister will say that there is an ap-
peal board to which these men can appeal.
That board is all right for men of average
physical fitness. The board could go along,
.and say that the work was worth so much,
if it had to be done by a man Who was
physically capable. But these single, "C',
class in are, in many instances, not capable
of doing a full day's work, such as one
would expect fromt an average man. In such
circumstances, it is quite useless for those
men to approach the Appeal Board because,
if the board fixed a rate that would be suffi-
cient to enable them to earn their money I n
a reasonable time, the board would have to
fix a ridiculous figure and, of course, that
could not be done. The only wvay out of
the difficulty would be to put the men on a
different type of work. I know of some
men who had to do axe work but they were
physically incapable of swinging an axe for
any length of time. They could not under.
take that forestry work. If a rate were
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fixed to suit lhose anl the jlosiion weal.
be well nigh impossible. The only remnedy
is to find for them a different type of work
altogether. The Minister pointed out tha:
the task in which these men are engaged
does not lend itself to (lay work. I call see
the reasoning of his statement. but that does
not mean that the men should be kept on
that class of work. 'Men who are lit enough
should he given those jobs and "C" class.
men, who are not fully capable. should be
given work of a much lighter description.
There is one important fea tr tint I ia
reconmnendation for piece-work, and it is
that it permits men, who are not ca pable oft
sustained effort, to jog alonr fiiil% on their
own and possibly take three (it- feuar day4v
to earn their money, whereas if the~y were
employed uinder dayi hi hor eoildit iou they
would have to wvork ait topI lii'ssti I. 1 4,
not Ibelieve that weak inet, or those suffer-
ing from disabilities should he called umpon
to do a full day's wvork, nor do I think they
should be asked to wvork the fatll wveek. The
rates of sustenance that apply in the lii-rher
.scale are satisfavctory, hilt for the 1-4s, and
21s. inen, the rates are nmuch tolo low. Some-
thing- should he done to relieve their pi-
tion. Mfen who receive 14t.q.a week, work
for five weeks and two days onl the jolb and
then have to staind dowvn for five wveeks and.
three day, s. or one day' longer than they work
in the 1i-week period. If their earnings t
the full basic Ivage rate aire averiged, plus
campiinu alIlowvance. it wvork., out atf
11 186. hor the 11 weeks. Onl that
weekly amount, the men are obliged to keel,
themselves on the job in the hush and pro-
vide food, lodgiing and clothing for their
wives in towvn. Candidly, 1 (10 not know
how they d o it. Sonmc men havie been obliged
to board bieca use no eainp site 1ns aoaii-
able. I have been told that it costs thenm
27s. 6id. a week for board and lod-ing. UE
that amount iq taken out of the a veti.
weekly wage of £1 18s., very little is left
to provide food anid lodging for their wives,
and clothing for them both. The position
is al most as had For thie 21s. mit n with a
wife and child. I hope the M1i nister wll
take advantage of anl' extra nion cv tht t a
may receive for his department a 1( improiv
the conditions of those men. The pr~so
of chea per homes wll have a very im port.
ant bearing onl the plight of uieiuplove'l
people. [ understand the fuicstrial De-
velopment Board arc investitrating the lio~i.

tion with the idea of providing very cheap
homies for- men iii receipt of £3 or £4 a week.
I commend them for their efforts in that
direction. Rent constitutes a problem. The
manl in receipt ot the 14s. rate is obliged
to find rent for his home, and the rent
amounts to practically the same figure as
that which has to be paid by the 21s. man
or the 28s. man. There are very few houses
than can be obtained for less than 12s. 6d.
a week. If that amount has to be taken
out of tile limited earnings of sustenance
workers, very little is left for food and
clothing. Anything that can be done to
provide cheap houses for these people must
be welcomie. IC ( lie G~overnmnent can build
houses for, say, £300, it wil -I o a long way
towards easing the position. Money is
cheap to-day. We have read of the con-
ver-sion 10ai1 that has been put through suc-
cessfully at 3%4 per cent. If £300 were
spent on the erection of a home, £12 a
year should be ;ample to cover interest
charges on the money, and the Govern-
ment should not look for much beyond that,
apart from the rates that would accrue.
it would not be necessary for the houses
to be paid for within a short period, if
sfit iien t rrd,' r w-as received to pro-
vid interest and rates. If that were
done, it would be possible to provide homes
for- the sustenance workers for less than
l Os. a week.

Hon. C. Gr. Lathanm: More like .5s. a week
Mr. TONKIN: Yes, but taking interest,

rates and a small amnount for the repaymnent
(of capital, it should be possible to provide
houses for much less than 10s. a week. If
that were possible, it would be the equiva-
lent of anl increase in sustenance rates. In
my opinion, that would he the better way
to deal with the situation. It would give
these people ani interest in life. It would
provide the- hushand with something to
look forward lo during the standing down
r erod, and he would return to his work,
in much better heart knowing that he was
leaving his wife anid family safely housed,
without danger of their being thrown into
the streets. That has been one of the worst
features of the unemployment problem. It
has been necessary- to send men to work
in the country and many of them have left
after being threatened with eviction orders,
and they' did not know whether, onl their
retiurn, (hey would find that their wie
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and children had been turned out into the
streets. The provision of houses by tret
Government would obviate that, and so imn-
prove the lot of Poor unfortunate pepl
who are out of work through no fault of'
their own. I will not detain the Commit-
tee any further, other than to say that with
the grave problem confronting the country,
and the small amount of money which is
available-although considerably in advance
of what the previous Government had-tak-
ing these tw~o things into consideration, the
3inisler is to be commended for the good
work he has done. However, I haove dir-
ected attention to features in the scheme
which I think could be considerably im-
proved for the benefit of the people. and
the smooth running of the department.

On motion by the Acting l'rernier, fritheri
consideration of the Vote deterred.

(Nil. S lectia,, took the Cha ir

P'ulic Utilities:

Voe-Aboriyines Native E51ti,. 001
-agreed to.

I'ote-Coldieids WIater- Supply, £C110,931:

Thie ACTING PRFAtI ER : I have given
comnpletc information on the Eoan iiEsti-

mates, so there is no need for me to go
over thNK aga in. The Comiitee hove hlad
full particulars of thle works.

Vote put and passed.

I >itr -algoorlie >1 buttoirs, t30i4;
Nel ropolifan, A battoirs (ad Sale yards,
E2.3,145~: Mietro politan TFate r Sapplyo. Sew -
eragye and Drninayr JDepa'-tni rat, £96.32?-
(in peed to.

l %tr-Other 17qdrailic Unider! i linyt.
133,2,22:3

MR. MCLARTY (Aliurray-WellIington)
[S5o51: I1 should like from the Mfinister
so mle inCoriaIi oil lega id il I tl revonlst iti
tion or thle Irrigation Comm issioii.I
iski-d a qtuestioni to-dan, aind the M iitt'V

told inc tile matter was being considered;
but 12 months earlier T received very much
the saine answer from the Minister. I
hope hie will gi 'e iinied jute attention to
th i' quest ion. Wa~iit (lie fu lure personnel

of the commission is to be is causing great
concern amongst the settlers on the irrigation
areas. At present the commission is corn-
p~ose(I solely of public servants. There is
Air. Mu~tnt, tile chairman, wvio is also Under
Secretary for WVorks and chairman of
thle Transport Board. Then we have
the Counndssioner of Public Works, who
does not seem to be able to give any time
to the work of the comission. Then there
is the Chief FHydranlic Engineer, Mr~.
IDnnnas, who has nlow becomie head of the
Metro poli tan Water Boarid, and is in charge
of the works at the Canning Weir. Previ-
ously lie was closely connected with the ir-
-igattion wvo-k ajid knew what was going on.
Then of course there is the Irrigation Ex-
per-t, Mr. Clifton, and the only officer from
Ihe Agrieultural Department, but unfortun-
atclv hie is not enjoying thle best of
health just now. This commission is very
unsatisfactory and. onl account of its mem-
bers lbeing so fully occupied elsewhere, it
is not possible for them to give attention
to this argent matter, and of course the ir-
rigation season will he on us again in a very
few wveeks. The settlers in the irrigation
area have asked that they should be given
direct representation on the commission.
The time has arrived when the Department
of Agriculture should take a greater inter-
est in this work. All the members of the
colunission save one are from the Public
Works IDepatrtment. Of course, they had
to do tile c-onstruction work and the supply-
ing of water to settlers, but those tasks are

now finished, ;and it seems to me this great
work ,ic ill devolve onl the Departuient of
Ag-riculture. ].t is anl urgent matter and
shouildc receive immediate attention. There
is thle practical side to be considered, and
tile mnember-s of the commission are all en-
gileers, save one. There are many vital
questions r-equirinRg inniediate consideration.
The settlers have to learn new methods of
farminrg, anid it is now the.)' require expert
adviee ii' oider do avoid g ll t losses; advice,
for instance, aus to the proper method of
ivatering. ]It the Eastern States great losses
occurred by over-wvatering. Settlers should
lie advise(] in this regard. Thea again, set-
taers should be advised what grasses to
g-ow, and iniy other things,. It is impera-
tive that thle toinuuiii should be reonsti
tilled antd shoiud i-ime actively% engaged. in
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their duties. I do not know whom the Min-
ister mnay have in mind for appointment
to the commission, but I do hope be will
give the settlers representation so as to have
tile practical side brought to the front.
There are three different irrigation districts,
Waroona, Harvey and Collie. Collie is the
largest, and it is there where advice will
be most urgently required. I should like
to hear fr-on, the Minister wvhether he in1-tends to appoint the commission immlledi-
ately, and whether hie will consider g-iving
representation to the Department of Agri-
culture and the settlers. The Acting- Pre-
mfier decided that no more similar works
should 1)0 putl into operation until those in
hand had proved their value; he did not
wish to moake losses such as had been made
onl other land settlement schemes through
rushing thtemr oo 491ickly. A To avoid losses,'
it is urgently' necessary that proper advice
should be given to the settlers. In the
Waroona district a considerable amount of
dissatisfaction exists. The present com-
mission is insisting on the settlers making
provision for stock water at their own ex-
pense. The settlers claim that they could
not do so even if they desired, and that the
request of the comisision is unreasonable.
The water will be required in the near fu-
ture, arid unless a decision is given at an
early date and the commission visit those
areas, I can see a considerable amount of
trouble brewing in that district. I recently
visited some of the irrigation areas in the
Eastern States, undt found that irrigation
commissions in all the States were most ac-
tive in visiting the settlers and giving ad-
vice.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Not one of them is
paying. New South Wales has lost millions
over irrigation.

Mr. MeLARTY: Vem few fanning pro-

positions are paying at present, but that
is due to economic conditions. We can help
our flew irrig-ation areas to pay at some
future day, and we can avoid the mistakes
that have been made in the Eastern States.
I hope thle Minister will tell us that he has
definitely decided to reconstitute the corn-
mnissiou, and that its members will
closely co-operate with the flepartnment
of Agriculture, and that representation
will be given to the settlers.

MR. WELSH (Pilbara) [9.3): A number
of bores in my electorate sunk some years
ago have been allowed to fall into a state
of disrepair. I should like tile Mlinister to
say whether it is possible to have them re-
conditioned and put into working order so
that the prospectors can utilise them when
travelling through thle outback tountry. At
the present time there is scarcely one from
which it is possible to get at drink. The
bores are anl absolute necessity to travellers
in the back country. There are mien iii
the north capable of undertaking the re-
eondition inrg work, and the cost would not
be heavy. If thle Government had the bores
put intoa serviceable condition, it would be
at distinct advantage to the men who are
battling along- in the outback country.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [0.51: 1 wish
to refer to the nieed for water supply in
part of the Swan electorate. I should like
the suppoit of the member for Kalgoorlie
(H-oe. J. Cunningham), who will recollect
sonme of the many efforts made to secure
a desired] extension of water supply to Par-
<cvi lie. The hon. member, when Minister
was good enough to visit Parkerville and
learn~ somiethinrg of the difficulties suffered
by the people. A one-inch pipe from tile
York road suplplies nine homes including
the local hotel, a ponltry3 farm or two, and(
the Parkerville Home. Those ime places
constitute a small section of Parkerville.
and it is for- Parkerville as a whole that
I appeal. The Mundaririg Road Hoard have
offered to niake good a portion of ally loss
that inay occur, and the people of Parker-
ville are prepared to signl guarantees, but
thev ask that the guarantee given by the
nine al ready supplied b 'y the one-inch muain
should be accepted as ivell, because their
supply would forel part of thle main supply.
I should be glad to hear from the Minister
that this long-delayed facility will be
granted. The lack of anl adequate supply
makes life burdensome in the hot weather.
For- Years p~ast requests have been made for
water to be laid onl to the Parkerville school.
I understand that there are 11o compl1 laints
regarding thle tran sericie, aind if water is
provided, a greater mnmber ot people will
travel to and reside at Parkeriv ille. I hope
to hear that thne Act i ua Premnier is favor
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ablY' disl.1 isc to provide this much needed
facility,

THE ACTIWG PREMIER (Hon. A.
MfeCalluni-South Fremantle) [9.10]1: I
agree to anl extent with what the mnember
for Murray-Welintn ('Mr. MeLarty) has
said about the irrigation area. The Public
Works Department have practically finished
their part of the job, and can wvell get out
of it andi hand it over to the Agricutural
Department', whose work it is now to handle
the position. The Public Works Depart-
ineat know nothing about the subsequent
handling of the area, and do not want to he
mixed up with it. The Agricultural De-
partment have the experts, and asked us to
carry out the work, which is just about com-
pleted. It is because of that position I ex-
pressed the opinion that the board might
now be reconstituted. The desire of' the local
people to have representation on the hoard
is probably due to their opinion that this,
board will fix the rates and collect the
money.

Mr. MieLarty: It will have a great deal
to do with it.

The ACTING PREMIER: Nothing at all.
I thought that was at the bottom of the mat-
ter. The hon. member can tell the settleY4
that, no matter how nmany local men are on
the hoard, they will have nothing to do with
fixing the rates or collecting the money.
That will remain with the Minister.

'Mr. Mctarty : They will advise the M1in-
ister.

The ACTING PREMTEH1 Ilwoild not
be inclined to take advice front people who
owe money' . Advice given by those who are
independent miar have somne influence with
the -Minister. The settlers had better get
it well into their heads that, if they are
given representation onl the board, they will
have nothing to do with that aspect of thn
matter. It will remain entirely with tho
Government. It seems to me the board
should be composed of men wvho understard
irrigation. What do the settlers know abnu'
it?

Mr. %IeLarty: There are practical men
in the irrigation area.

The ACTING PHEFI]IER: Whore wvil
they be found?

Mfr. MerLarty: You canl get themt from
t!he Harvey area.

,-Tle ACTING PREMNIER : Arie they there?
Ac]Lartv: e,

The ACTING PREMIER . Have they ha i
the necessary experience?

Mr. MeLarty: Some have been there for
years.

The ACTING PREMIER: Where?
Mr. Mebarty: Ini the Harvey district.
The ACTING PREMIER: I do not think

muclh benefit would he derived from their
experience, if that experience is reflected in
the accounts of the Public 'Works Depart-
ment. I do not propose to accept their
opinion to any extent. If the irrigation
areas are to he a success, the controlling
body should he reomipised of men who are
able to advise the settlers, tell them what to
do, how to do it and when to do it.

'Mr. Patrick: Is that not the work of the
Agricultural Department?

The ACT~i\r PREMIER: I. think so. It
is not the work of the engineers who con-
structed the works, and who have takeni
water on to the ighs spot on e-ach block.
What use is to he made of, the water,
what part of a block is to be used, and wher
it is to be used, and all the other questions
w-ill have to be the subject of advice that is
g-iven byi the Agricultural Department ex-
perts.

lion. P. 1). Vcrguson : N\ot ninny macn in
that department hare had experience of
irrigaltioni schemes.

Thle ACTING' PREM,,IER: There a re
none inl the Puiblic Works Department. IU
the Agricultur-al Department has not got
them, I do not think the fbi-erment will
have them.

Mr. [ert:Advice is very nEcessary.

The ACTING PREMIER: The Mn~e
for Agriculture wvill he able to say what his-
dcpilrtnient has done up to now- 1 do not
think it has beeni altogether idle. The con-
trolling body should be comprised of meni
possessed of a knowledge of irrigation. They
should he able to advise the settlers, othe-
wise we may e (asil 'y eniter upon another
ti-agedy, . ~I aglree that the acessary arrange-
inents should be made as early as possible.
and I give the lion. nirinber anl assuranice
that there will be no unnecessary delay.
I have nut decidedl definitely about the
settler, having i-epresentation onl the hoard.
I suppose there wotild. hatve to be at different
settler for each area.

Mr. 'MeT~arty: One fromn each and three
inl all.
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The ACTING PREMIER: They certainly
could not be in the majority. That would
mean increasing the size of th board, which
might make it unwieldy. If there were three
settler representatives, the board wvould have
to consist of seven members.

M r. MaLarty: The present bocard has not
functioned, to the knowledge of the settlers,
for some months.

The ACTIN1G PREMIER: I have ex-
pressed my viewv about altering the personnel
of the board. The lion. member may take it
that this will be done at an early date. With
regard to the wells on the stock route from
Meekatharra northwards, I replied only the
other day to the member who asked the ques-
tion. The difficulty has been that the road
board at Meekatharra has fallen down on its
job and is keeping our- money. The Govern-
ment paid out the money for the work, but
the Toad board have kept the money and
have not done the work. I had an inspection
made of the route, and a report has been
furnished which supports what the lion.
member told me. The stock wells have been
very much neglected.

Mr. Welsh: It is a vitally important ques-
lion.

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes, It is
important to the owners of stock who run
the risk of travelling their animals along the
route. I know the subsidy was reduced. The
Government allow the local authorities to
look after the wells. If the road board had
spent all the money they had and had said,
"We did the best we could with the money
available, and can do no more without fur-
ther funds%," there would have been some-
thing logical in their attitude, but in this
ease they kept the money and did not do the
work. They must either refund the money
or do the work. I have a full report before
me as to the condition of the stock route and
the water supplies. I hope to give an early
decision and to be able to do something. I
regret that a difficulty has arisen. Somehow
the department does not seem to be able to
do anything right, or anything to suit the
secretary of that particular road bocard.

Air. Rodom-eda: Is the position satisfactory
with the other boards?

The ACTING PREMIER: They have
spent their money. If they found they could
not do all the work that was necessary with
the money available, and were to apply to
the department for additional funds, point-

ing out what they have done and what re-
mains to be done, we would try to meet them
in every ease. The secretary of the NMeeka-
than-a. Road Board adopted a different atti-
tulde. I think the local authorities were
allowed £10 a year for each well, if they
would look after them.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We reduced the
amount to £5.

The ACTING PREMIER: Some of the
road boards complained that the wells were
not being attended to, but they had not
claimed their allowance for a couple of
years. The money wvas lying to their credit
all the while.

Mr. Bodoreda: Should they not have been
advised about it?

The ACTING PREMIER: If money was
owing to me I would not require to be ad-
vised about it. Every road board knew about
the annual grant.

Mr. Patrick; They mutst have been collect-
ing it for two or thlree years.

The ACTING PREMIER: They' have
been collecting it over all the years.

Mr. Rodoreda: The road boards were ad-
vised to draw less money if they could do
without it.

The ACTING PREMIER : I kaow nothing,
ambout that.

Mr. Rodoreda: Some wvere conscientious
and did not make application for it.

The ACTING PREMIER: Whether it
was £(10 or £E5, the money has been made
available every year. The road boards only
had to show that they were ready to do the
work, and the mioney was paid to their
credit. It cannot be said that we hiave de-
layed paying up, if the board have not
written asking for the money and saying
they proposed to go onl ivith the work. A
big department like the Works Departmient
would wait until they received notification
from the local authority. If there was; no
work to be done in one year, the money was
available for work necessary during the
next year. It is not the desire of the depart-
muent, and especially not the desire of the
Government, to centralise the wiork. The
Government cannot be expected to do the
work from Perth as efficientlyv and as
economically as the road boards canl do it
in their own districts.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Of course, the (lis-
tricts are large.
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The ACTING PREMKIER.: But a Toad
board would not he nearly so far away
fromi the work as we are. I have actually
had to sand a staff with a truck from Perth
to ascertain the condition of the route.

Mlr. M1arshall: Where?
The ACTING PREMI-ER: "in the lion.

memnber's. district.
-1 ir MNarshall: No.

The ACTING PREMIER: I say, yes.
Mkr. Marsball:- I shall have a little to

say presently, and I shall say no. I actually
iiet the contractor on the road.

The ACTING PREMAIER: The hon. men-
her is talking of an entirely different place.
However, ] amn not going to put up wvith a
road hoard secretary writing such letters
as this manl wrote, couched in an insulting
tone, while lie is hanging on to Government
mioney and declining to do the work. And
after that he abuses the Government because
the work hans not been done. The money of
the previous Government as well as of the
present Government has been made avail-
.able. If it -was not all that the board thought
aecessary, that is no reason why the hoard
should fall down on their job. They should
,do the work as far as the cash will allow.
They ought to he able to do it far more
cheaply than the Government could do it,
because the Government would neel to have
men travelling up) and down along the stock
r-oute. Under such conditions there is no
hope of keeping contact with the men or of
-supervising them, and consequently the work
becomles more expensive. M%,ost of the boards
complain that Government work is more
expensive than work done by the hoards
thenmselves, I should mention that I cannot
ecall to mnind another board similar to this
one in thalt respect. I think the board InI
question is unique in Western Australia, As
regards the seretay-

Mri% Marshall: He is a good secretar 'y.

The ACTING PREMIUER1 : Good for him-
self. If I had any vwork to do, I would not
have him around. He siniply stands in thle
road, blocking the work and causing inion-
venienee to the p)roducers. Jin addition. lie
writesz letters containing aI lot of stuff that
is irrelevant, useless, and not based on fact.
I am sorry this situation has arisen, but I
have to find my way through it. The Gov-
ernie~nt mnavy yt have to take drastic action
inl regardi to the hoard. We have the power,

but we do not wish to use it if it can be
avoided. However, I do not want to leave
the stock owners in their present unfortu-
nate position, with the wells along the route
in such a bad way. As regards a water
supply for Parkerville, it is months since I
heard anything.

MNr. Sampson : The department has dis-
missed the matter during the last two months.

The ACTING PREMHIER: It is a long-
war more than 'two months since I heard
anything about it. Whatever tine situation
may be, 1 w~ill undertake to have it look-ed
into.

MR. MARSHALL (Mlurchison) [9.26]:
I sympathise, with the Minister as regards
tho many calls on his time and the many
worries hie has. No doubt because of those
two reasons hie gets many eases hopelessly
miixed. Tie cannot he expected to register
indelibly on his mind every individual ease
hi-ought before him by every member. On
this oceasloil lie is a little out. The lion.
gentleman is not to be caught often, but

1 think we have him this timie. I gave the
M1inister a faii- hearing, and we will see
now how the matter pans out. Before comn-
meniting on that phase, let mie point out that
the North-West does not ask for munch and
is not given much.

The Acting Premier: lDo you call Mfeek-a-
tha era the North-West?

A-r. MTARSHALLJ: It is often called the
southern suburb of the North-West. Before
one gets out of the Meekatharra district-
throughi which the Acting Premier has
travelled two or three times-one has to go0
as far north as the Tropic of Capricorn.
The Aleekatharra district includes a mnuchi
larger areca than the M1inister appreciates.
It is one of the largest road districts in
Wecstern Australia, and has more miles of
road and of stock routes, an4- more wells,
than any other road district. AMeekatharra,
being- far removed fromn the seat of Gov-
ernament, gets less consideration from the
Government. The further from the seat
of Governmnent, as the Mfinister has said,
the higher the cost of the work. The bon.
g-entleman said that the Government could
not do such work as well or as cheaply as
applies to the M1eekatharra district. This
the road boards could do it. That remark
district being- so large, a considerable pro-
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portion of the nlonev spent is represented
by travelling expenses rather than by prac-
tical work. The Minister's argument is
goodl. Now let me remind the Minister that
throughout last sumimer, and even prior
thereto, the position of the Meekatharra
water supply was brought under the notice
of his depa rtmnent. Notwithstanding, the
shortage then, existingl little or no mlove~
was made to su pply the demnd. There
was t heniian a cute s4ortage of water at
Mfeekatharra. Numerous requests were madce

to the government, and englineers who
visited the town accepted it as a1 fact that an
acute shortage existed. The population of
Meekatharra has increased twofold durinzr
the last 12 mionths. When I left that centre
four or five weeks ago, nothing had been
dlone, other than hoting, to suppIlment
the water supply available last year.
With the increased demand and no augmnen-
tation of supply, unless the department has
taken action very recently, I do not
know how Meekatharra will tide over the
summer months. I do not wish to make any
complaint against the department. The en-
gineers know all about the position. They
have had 12 months in which to consider it.
They have carried out the necessary boring
operations and, having fixed upon a.
site. I do not know whether they have corn-
inenced to sink the well and equip it. The
summer is now upon the people in the gold-
fields. If the departmental officials intend
to get on with the work, they will have to
provide the equipment and necessary ad-
justments, if they are to provide the addi-
tional sup~ply to mleet the extra demand. I
hope the departmental officials will be re-
minded of the position, and will see that
the extra water supply is provided immedi-
ately. The same position applies at Reidy' 's.
W~\heni I visited that centre recently, I was
informed that the departmental officials
were co-operating with the local mining comn-
pany in the provision of a water supply.
From information I gleaned, I understand
the department cannot act until the com-
pany have completed their reticulation
scheme. I hope they will not neglect to
take the first opportunity, immediately the
company notifies them that they can com-
mence work, to carry out their part of the
undertaking. It is vecry hlot at Reidy's; the
sanitation at present is not of the best, and

people are living under primitive conditions.
I fear if all epidemic should break out, see-
ing that there is no hospital there and no
doctor available except at Cue, 30 miles
away, it will be a tragedy. WVhatever else
happens, I hope the engineers or whoever
is responsible will see that the necessary
water supply is provided for both Meeka-
[harrm andl lHidy's, in view of the rapid in-
crease in the population of both centres.
Now I coine to i he matter that has agitated
the ini tad of the M1inister, anad we will see
exa,'I lv whlat ha;s happened. lit reply to
his remareks, Iwould point out that the
trouble really commenced within a year or
two of the atbolition of the North-West D&
partinent. During the interregnum there
have been repeated interviews with those re-
spozisible, voluminous correspondence, and
repeated overtures to various Ministers
stressing, the point that owing to the altera-
tions made by the department, the financial
interference with the 'Meekatliara Road
Board "as such that they could not main-
tajin the wells at the price paid. If it camne
to a legal battle, I do not know that the
Meekatharra Road Board have not a par-
ticularly good ease against the department
for breach of' contract. The department
entered into it definite contract, which was
fixed tip by the Crown Law ])epartmet, to
pay the board £10 per year per well for
maintenance purposes. That contract has
not been broken except hy the department.
Without any consideration for the contract
made with the board by the North-West De-
Jpartment, the subsidy was reduced from £10
to £6. It was then that the trouble really
commenced. The Mleekatharra Road Board
diligently endeavoured to carry out the work
at the reduced price of £5 per annum e
well. The Minister himself admits that the
extra mileage to be travelled materially adds
to the cost of the work. The Minister also
admitted that it was extremely difficult to
exercise supervision over employees on such
wvork, with the result that added costs were
heaped up, and the Minister's complaint
from the departmental point of view ap-
plies equally to the position of the Meeka-
tharra Road Board. The department caused
the trouble long before the present Minister
assumed office on the second occasion. 'Mem-
bers representing the North-West, who were
concerned in this matter, waited upon the
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then Minister for Goldfields Water Supply,
who is 11ow a member of another place, and
pointed out to hurn that the board had en-
deavoured to carry on and do the best they
could, but the difficulties arising from the
reduced subsidy had proved insurnountable.
it my memory serves me aright, the Min-
ister prlomlisedl that ir inicrease(] surbsidy
would he provided, bilt 110 effect was (.VOV

given to that promise. From that time onl-
wards, [ have interviewed the Minister on
a number of occasions arid have written fre-
quently to the departmnt as wvell. I ad-
mit that lie alwvays fone it impossible to
reconcile tire difference of opinion, not be
tween the Minister and the road board, but
between his Under Secretary and the
secretary of the Meekatharra Road
Board. Tire road board secretary has
somte justification for his attitude. after
yearvs Of pt eli hg with ilie depart-
mnert to secure what Was tire board's righit
under the contract entered into. The board
endeavoured to carry out the work but foun'1
it impossible, notified the department
accordingly and were promised anll rer2
Then later onl, when they were refused the
additional payment, the board fir-ally de-
cided to give up the ghost and allow the de-
partment to do the work themselves. Wihern

the MI~eekatharra Road Board decided they
would have nothing more to do wit], it. F
interviewed the Minister and pointed ("It
the position to hin. He agreed with me.

that the board could do the work more
cheaply than the department. I told the
Minister then that I would appeal to LW"
board to Olace a proposition before the de-
partment, and I did so. The Minister agreed
with me that the wrangling as to who was
to maintain the wvells wvas finished, because
the wells were in such a state of disrepair
that no supply of water was available for
people overlanding stock. Had it not beet,
for the good season and natural water catelh-
ments being filled, goodness knows whiat
would have happened to thme Anna Plairw
stock. After years of tribulation, the Anna
Plains people would have lost all their stoelk
had not the water holes been filled. At pre-
sent the wells are in a deplorable condition.
The board did their best to carry out the
work while they were negotiating with the

department. When I left the Minister T did
exactly what I had arranged with him,I
a1ppealed to the 3teekatharrr Road Board it,

make a definite proposal for the purpose of
having the work done as cheaply as possible.
Ifere is thre letter I wrote on the 20th March,
1934. The Meekatharra Road Board put up
the proposal to the Minister. I saw the pro
posal, and this was the Minister's reply:
He said, "the -i~Leekatharra Road Hoard can

gto somewhere; they are not going to put
that over me." The Minister wvas angry
abourt somrething. The point was, lie did
not accept the proposal. He was annoyed,
and I suppose he championed the Under
Secretary. I am not championing anybody.
but I am worried about the people of the
North, who ask for very little and do not
even get that. And I am concerned about
those wells, because f1 hrave experienced somne-
thring, up there. I have seen the Minister's
oicer there, and seen the work he was do-
inrg, and I ala doubtful about tile results.
But here was at proposal submitted by the
TMekatlrarra Road Board onl the 20th
Mardi, it is now seven months Inter, yet
the department have not had the courtesy
to reply.

Thre Acting Premier: T1hat is wrong. We
have wriitten half a dozen letters to th:-
board.

Mr. MARSHALL: The board have hall
a reply to that prop~osal.

The Acting Premier: That is wrong. That
is his tale.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is unfair, and
Unworthy of the Minister. When I was a
member of that board a few years ago, and
tile department wanted aa auditor to do the
books of another board, they appealed to
us to let themi have this man. We let himn
go to themn for a definite ltme, after whichr
they got his time extended. He did much
good work for the department. However,
this is not between the Minister and me,
after all, but between tile two secretaries,
both a little autocratic.

The Acting Premier: His was a miost in-
sulting letter. He talked about our hang-
ing on to Government funds.

Mlr. MARSHALL: Actually the Govern-
ment have hung On to funds the property of
the Meekathar-a Rload Hoard, for instead
of paying £10 on their contract, they have
been paving only £5 for years past. For
seven months the Mfinister's department did
not give us the courtesy of a reply. I saw
the liinister's officer at work, and I was
not struck with it. T would rather a more
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practic~al ihitil, not an engineer, had been
sent to do the job. However, I do not sup-
pose the department could furnish such a
atan. This young, engineer may he brilliant,
and right up to expectation; I will wait and
see the result of his work. We have a list
of the wells that must be cleaned out very
shortly. They have gradually silted up.

Han. C. G. Latham: I suppose the trouble
is- the timber has gone at the bottom.

MNr. MARSHALL: In some of them, yes,
but in the ana these wells are in fairly
good holding country. Many of them have
silted up. They are in a terrible state. If
some unfortunate man were dependent on
sonic of those wells for a supply, he would
die of thirst because there is no windlass
and no rope. Tue collar of one wvell has
quite gone. I cannot see how this young
engineer could tell whether a well required
to be cleaned out, for he cannot see down
below where the silt is rising. However, I
hope the lad will do the work, and do it
well. But since the 20th of March, the
department hare not replied, although on
tile 23rd October, when the mnember for
Pilbara got his reply, no one was more
astonished than 1 was on hearing that reply,
which was that it was due to the fact that
the Meekatharra Road Board were holding
money, and until they paid up there was
no prospect of going on with the work.
The Minister did not tell me that, or I would
have told the board to send the money back.
But not until the member for Pilbara asked
his question did the Minister say he could
do no more work. He had previously told
me he would send up engineers; and he
did, for I saw them there. He did not say
to me that lie would not go on with the
wvork until the mioney came down. At all
events the- money is now in the Minister',s
office.

The Acting Premier: How long has it
been there?9

Mr. M1ARSHALL: For a week. When
the Minister made that answer I forwarded
it to the secretary of the hoard and asked
him to refund the money immediately. It
left Meekatharra on the 31st October, so
they do not owe the Government any money,
andl the Government made no application to
the Meekatharra Road Hoard. The money
has been lyintr in the Treasury and has

never been drawn by the MNeekatharra Road
Board. Why did not the Minister tell me
what the obstacle was!

The Acting Premier: That has been men-
tioned in the correspondence over a long
period.

-Mr. MARSHALL: That may be so, but
the Minister did not tell me. He agreed
that the work ought to be done, and done
ex~peditiously. In reply to the member for
Pilbara, hie said the work had not been
prolonged; yet we hare been struggling for
fiva years with him and his predecessors
to get it done.

The Acting Premier: You have not been
struggling with nie. You talk to that secre-
tary of yours. ec is to blame.

Mr. -MARSHALL: I am not going to
worry about himi. I do not intend to argue
on the difference of opinion between the
'Miniister and the road board secretary,. I
ami concerned about the growers of the
North-West. Now that the money is there,
wrill the 'Minister promiise to have the work
begunI

The Acting Premier: No,
-Mr. MARSHALL: It will be pathetic if

the reconditioning of those wvells is not
undertaken. I endorse tbe statements of
the member for Pilbara. At this stage,
when gold is worth a minimum of £8 an
ounce, the provision of water snpplies for
goldfields should be the Government's chief
concern. Tlaerc is no possibility of men
prospecting the country unless water sup-
plics are provided. The prospectors may
depend on the generosity of pastoraliats,
but some pastoralists do not like strangers,
and the mcin have to move on. I know that
they have certain rights, but they cannot
trespass. It should be the objective of the
departmental engineers to ensure that wher-
ever State money has been spent on a bore,
it should be cleaned out and put into ser-
viceable condition. If prospectors had not
produced gold previously, there would be
no bores. They were put down to provide
a water suppliy for the early prospec-
tors;. Gold is produced withont effort on
the part of the Government, hut it entails
great sacrifices on the part of the prospec-
tors. The people of the North-West do
not ask for much, and what little they re-
quire in the way of national assets, it be-

1251



1252 ASSEMBLY.]

haves; the Government to concede. The
growers in the North-West and in my elec-
torate have sufficient trials and tribula-
tions. They contribute largely to the rev-
enue in the shape of railway and shipping
freights and rates and taxes, and receive
little in return. The work is urgent and
should be commenced immediately. I ap-
peal to the Minister not to worry about
any difference existing between himself
and the road board secretary.

The Acting Premier: I will not take his
word for it. I will cheek up the state-
inent to see whether the money is there,

Mr. MARSHALL: I wish to stress the
urgent need for the wells.

The Acting Premier: I will let the
growers know whose fault it is,

Mr. MARSHALL: If the Acting Premier
has to summons the Meekatharra Road
Board-

The Acting Premier: I know of an easier
way than that.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then for Cod's sake
do not delay! It will be tragic for Meeka-
tharra if the well there has not been com-
menced.

Mr. Patrick: What water had Meeka-
Lharra7

Mr. MARSHALL: Artesian well water,
but the salinity made it objectionable.

Mr. Patrick: Meekatharra, must have
been a much larger town years ago.

Mr. MARSHALL: The decline in popu-
lation is accounted for by the fact that
whereas eight mines were working in the
peak period, the number has dwindled to
one.

Mr. Patrick: Mcekatharra must have had
a water supply then.

Mr. MARSHALL: It had a good supply,
but that was 30 years ago, and a new sup-
ply is necessary now. Immediate attention
should he given to reconditioning the stock
wells, and then some decision could be
reached as, to who should be responsible
for their maintenance.

MR. WELSH (Pilbara) [9.57):- Now
that the member for Murchison has given
information that the money has been paid
over, I hope the Minister will devote atten-
tion to the reconditioning of the stock wells.
This is a vital matter to the people of the
North-West, and it is essential that it re-
ceive attention before the next season

opens. This year, owing to the heavy rains
experienced, the stock could be taken
through on surface water, but that will
probably not apply next year. Unless the
wells are reconditioned, it may be very dif-
ficult to get any stock down. I hope the
Minister will see his way to have the re-
conditioning -work put in hand.

The Acting Premier: Will one of your
boards take chartige of the wells?

Mr. WELSH: I cannot say, but I will
inquire. Nullagine would be the nearest
hoard, but that is a good way off. The
wells at the lower end require recondition-
ing.

Mr. Marshall: Nullagine would be closer
than Meekatharra.

The Acting Premier: Will any of the
station owners take charge of them!

Mr. WELSH: I cannot say- People like
those at Anna. Plains, who are sending
down sheep, are the ones who require the
wells.

The Acting Premier: We shall have to
get a different board at Meekatharra.

Mir, Marshall: We can come to some ar-
rangem en t.

The Acting Premier: No hope while the
present secretary is there.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order?
Mr. WELSH: I hope the Minister will

endeavour to have the work done before
the next season opens.

THE MINISTER rOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. Millington-Mft.Hawthorn) [10.0]:
The difficulty with the North-West is that
the people there either have too much water
or none at all. If we could devise some
scheme for equalisation between the North-
West and the South-West there would he
fewer complaints.

Mr. Marshall: If we could conserve the
water when we get it there -would 1)0 fewer
complaints.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I desire to deal with the matter raised by the
member for Murray-Wellington (Mr. Mc-
Larty), particularly in connection -with the
proposed irrigation experimental farm. The
Irrigation Commission recommended that an
experimental farm should be cleared and
operated by the Agricultural Department.
Inquiries were made and the necessary re-
ports presented. The settlers in the irriga-
tion areas have had the advantage of all
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the advice of the departmental surveyors
attached to the irrigation section, and the
advice of our irrigation officer. Mr.
Clifk 'on. and field officers operating with
him. I think there are three altogether. We
were negotiating' for the rental of a good
farm, hut there is extreme difficulty in
operating on someone else's holdine. On an
experimental farm it is necessary to gain
exact knowledge, otherwise it is impossible
to guarantee the results of the experiments,
Experimental plots have been put in on pri-
vate holdings. Our advisers have also given
the settlers such advice as is available. The
first thing to do is to make a survey, then
carry out grading operations, then advise the
settlers in -respect to the irrigation itself.
The object of irrigation is to grow pastures.
We have inform 'ation of extreme value, and
that is made available to the settlers. It
deals with the type of pasture they should
grow. In irrigated areas Dutch clover and
paspalumn are thought to be the best, but in
nion-irrigated areas other pastures are suit-
able. If a pasture experimental farm were
established in the South-West it should pro-
vide for irrigable land and non-irrigable
land. We are on the edge of our inivestiga-
lions into South-West pastures. Although
we are well advanced in respect of wheat
and other cereals, we have much to learn, as
have the settlers, too, about getting the best
results from pastures in the South-West.
Fairly good work has been done with the
irrigation piot s. Dr. Dunn, a pasture
research officer, who is associated with
the Murcsk College and is paid from
the Agricuiltural Research F'und, is
prepared to co-operate with the depart-
mental officers, and is doing good work. New
grasses and pastures are being tried out. We
have experience of wvhat has taken place in
the Eastern State; .. around Adelaide at the
Roseworthy Colleg.e and at other places
where pastures are specially dealt with. It
would not he advisable to rush in and either
rent or huy a farm. Some time must elapse
before results can be made available to the
settlers, who want to know at once what to
do. If we acquired a farm to-morrow, it
would have to be cleared, fenced, sub-divided,
graded and planted. There is a diversity of
opinion as to what that would costt The
farm would have to be stocked. On an ex-
perimental farm correct records have to be
kept if the res;earch work is to he of any

value. Feeding tests have also to be made,
if exact knowledge of the feeding valuie of
the Pastures is to be obtained. By that time
the settlers would have been crying out for
information. Then comes in the question
of finance. This farm would not be a comn-
mercial concern. Even the wheat farms
which affect bulk crops are not commercial
concerns. A pasture proposition would con-
stitute an outgoing of funds all the time. I
should say that very little revenue would
come in from it. With the limited funds at
our disposal it was a question whether we
should establish a farm or' carry out a sys-
tell of plots Onl the holdings. Such officers
as are available hare done good wrork amongst
the settlers. Mthough there may be somue
difficulty financially with the Water Supply
Department, information has been gleaned
as a result of actual and practical irrigation
farming in the Harvey district. There arc
always some people who are successful.

Mr. AleLarty: Some of the settlers could
give very god advice.

The MINISTER FOR AGRIULTURE:
In pasture growing and farming proposi-
tions generally much useful information has
been acquired. Those who have undertaken
work in the irrigation areas will have to he
self-reliant. They must endeavour to
acquire such knowledge as is available. We!
cannot do the work for them that would
he done on an experimental farm. They
must recognise that they will have to 'work
their own holdings. Men engaged in agri-
culture have to know where to go for the
information they require, and put it to the
best use when they get it. The department
is doing the best it can with its limited num-
ber of officers. We propose to continue the
experimental plots. Dr. Dunn is making
bis information available to those who are
trying to make a success of the irrigation
areas, and I advise them to avail themselvci
of the information that is at their disposal.
I have not yet gone through the district anl
the director has not had time to inspect
it. The Superintendent of Dairying is
moving about amongst the people, and he
has an expert knowledge of pastures. The
director points out that those people who
are acting as irrigation experts or advisers
must have an agricultural outlook, as well
as a knowledge of irrigation. We are look-
ing for those men. If more responsibility
is placed upon the department, and its activ'-
ities are associated with additional financial
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assistance, we may be able to make some
advance. In the meantime we are doing
tbe best we can. The hon. member should
advise his people that if they are going to
do any good for themselves they must he
self-reliant. They are not going to be spoon-
fed like a lot of group settlers. We expect
a different class of men there.

Mr. McLarty: The Minister will agreo
that they are making themselves self-reliant.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I hope so. I know that those who have
availed themselves of the information have
had their lands surveyed and perfectly
graded, and are well satisfied. I could
quote instances which are within the hon.
member's knowledge. Even now it is pos-
sible for those desirous of doing the work
to get the necessary advice. However, the
Government cannot afford an army of in-
spectors and advisers. The people concerned
had better understand that. But we shall
certainly do our best. The reason why the
farm in question has not been established ;s
that the Department consider that with the
limited funds at their disposal they can do
better work, and secure better value, by
establishing experimental plots in various
areas, having regard to the differences in
soil and conditions generally throughout
the irrigation areas. We are gaining in-
formation as we go along, and those anxious
to take advantage of it will have opportun-
ities to do so. I hope this advisory and ex-
perimental and research work will be ex-
tended. I regard it as highly important not
only in regard to irrigable but also in re-
gard to non-irrigable areas. If we have thc
money, it would be well spent in the estab-
lishment of experimental plots for pasture
in the South-West. I agree so far. But
the settlers must not get into the frame of
mind that the department can assure suc-
cess for them. That is a job they must do
for themselves.

Mr. McLarty: I think they realise that.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

The department will do their best. We are
sympathetic with the settlers, particularly if
they are hard up, because that is our posi-
tion also. I must repeat that so far nothing
has been definitely decided with respect to
the establishment of an experimental farm.

MR, RODOE.EDA (Roebourne) [10.12]:
We\T have heard from the member for Mur-
ehison (Mr. Marshall) a great deal about

mlaintenance of stock route wells. Whilst
agreeing with him on several of the
points raised, 1 ami inclined to think
there must be something wrong with
the Meekatharra Road Board as to main-
tenance of stock wells. So far as I am
aware, no other hoard in the State that
is under the agreement has failed to
maintain its wvells in good condition. I
agree that there is a heavy drain on the
stock route wells adjacent to Meekatharra,
but the member for Murchison is quite
wrong in saying that all the stock
routes from the North-West run through
Meekatliarra. I see no reason what-
ever why the Meekathaurra wells should
not be maintained on the grant that is al-
lowed. Possibly there may be some special
circunistances attaching to. the upkeep of
those wells that I am not conversant with,
or the wveils may have been in very bad
order when the board took them over, and
this might account for the difficulty. As,
the matter is so vital to the North-West,
I join in the appeal to the Minister to come
to some agreement with the Meekatharra
board to have the wells put in proper order
for a start. Then perhaps lie could arrange
for this board to keel) them in good order.
I suggest to him that he have a eomprehen-
sive report furnished on the condition of
all wells on main stock routes. This infor-
mation could easily be obtained from the
various road boards concerned, and the
Minister would then have an idea of the
finance required to put matters in proper
order. Undoubtedly most of the North-
West depends wholly and solelY on the
stock routes to get stock down; but not all
the stoclk go to Meekatharra; a lot go to
Mullewn. The Nullagine board, which ad-
joins the Meekatharra board on the north,
is under the same arrangement with the
'Government; and the member for Pilbara
(Mr. Welsh) has given his assurance that
the Nullagine wells are in goodi order. T
hope the Minister will look into the matter
soon with a view to arriving at some ar-
rangement with the Meekatharra hoard.

Vote put and passed.

Vot e--Persh City Markets, £600-a greed
to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.15 p.m.


